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To My BRETHREN 


| The Eſtabliſh'd CERA x of 


Great Britain. 


o 
7 
* 


Men and Brethren, for 7 ou are, however Dig- 
nify'd and ctherwife diftinguiſh'd. 


HAT I preſume to inſcribe 
\B your venerable Name to this 
{mall Tra&, is not, I aſſure 
you, out of Arrogance, but 
becauſe you, if any, are 
able to diſprove the Doctrine 
therein maintained. You are, 
by outward Profeſſion, the 


2 Keepers and Expoſitors of the Oracles of God, 


Stewards of holy Myſteries, and Guardians of the 


Faith ; you are the lifted Champions in the 


"Chriſtian Cauſe, the great 75 ble Fence and Bul- 
wark againſt Atheiſm, Infidelity and Error; you 
are the fineft Troops, in the whole Army of the 
Church Militant, and the naturally beſt quali- 
| Hed for carrying on the Var, ſhe is engaged 
in, with the Devil. For, tho“ I do not think 
0 you the moſt ſimilar Body, (in that your Head, 

ike Dan1zL's Image, ſeems not of a Piece 
with the reſt) yet I look on you as the moſt 
learned Body o Clergy in Chriſtendom, and capa- 


ble of doing whatever is poſſible for natural 
Means to effect. But the Misfortune is, natural 
| Means will not do; thoſe are not. the 
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An el a Cbriſtian Combatant; The Weapoms 
of. bis Warfare, faith the Apoſtie, are ſpirtuals 
he muſt have on the whole Armour of God; par- 


ticularly and above all, he Shield of Faith, and 


' the Sword of the Spirit; without which there is 


8 


Wicked, The Devil is not to be conjur 
Tcared away with a little Greek and Hebreto, as 


no quenching or repelling the fiery _ the 
and 


the Vulgar imagine: Not that I have any Ob- 
jection to the Study f Letters, and what Men 
call Learning in general ; ſo far from it, that no 
Man eſteems better of it than my ſelf, knowing 
it to be of great and good Uſe to the natural 
World, as long as reſtrained to the Things there- 
of. But what I condemn is, the Applying it to 


* 
. 


Things of the ſpiritual World, and making it a 


Medium for proving the Truth of. divine Myſte- 
ries, of which it is as incapable, * as Bodies are 
of Performing the Parts of Spirits; to look for 
them therein, is to ſeek the Living among the 
Dead. A Man may, as I did, wander about 


in Darkneſs and Confuſion from one Expoſitor 


to another, from Books to Men, and from Men 
to Books,; from the Scripture tranſlated to the 


Original, and therein thro? all the various Readings, 


which are almoſt infinite, and at laſt find him- 


ſelf bewildered in a Wood of Comments and Cri- 


ticiſins, without knowing which Way to take, or 
how to extricate himſelf by natural Means. - He 
muſt here inevitably fall into the Pit of Infide- 
lity, and ſo periſh in the Ditch of Deſtruftion ; 
unleſs he cry to the Lord out of the Deep, and 
he, who is the Father of. Lights, graciouſly con- 
deſcend to become a Light to his Feet, and a 
Lanthorn to his Path; of which there is little 


Doubt to be made, as will more fully 2 in 
the following Pages. All therefore, 8 2 
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Brethren, I deſire of you is, that you will bumble 

pyourſelves ſo far as to read them over, and /e- 

riouſiy conſider the Force of the Argument mou 

will find to run thro* them; 2 my ſelf, 

that, if you can make no juſt Exceptions thereto, 

4. as 1 am well aſſured you cannot, you will either 

: publickly acknowledge it, or confeſs it by your 

| Silence: For I would not believe you capable of 

acting ſo diſingeniouſiy, as to cavil at it againſt 

Self-convition, and without good and ſufficient 

1 Reaſon ; but rather, that you would gladly take 

1 the Advantage of the Light, tho? held out to 

: you by an obſcure and inferior Hand. I hays 

card, indeed; of a fine Gentleman, who, hap- 
ning to be benighted, choſe rather to riſque 
Shins' in the Dark, than accept the Offer of 
a Link, becauſe the Boy, who carried it, was not 
ſo neatly dreſſed. as a fine Gentleman's Lackey 
ought-to be: But this is to be more nice than 
wiſe; and therefore, Brethren, we bope better 
Things of you, and Things which accompany Salva- 

Hon, tho* we thus ſpeak, | 


— 


All I have to fear concerning you is, the Oy- 
poſition you will meet with from the God of 
; this World, the Love of this Worldf and the V Yr 
F dom of this World: If you can overcome theſe, 


FF. you will have Victory over the World, and by 
1 what is your Victory over the World to be ob- 
N tained, but even by Faith, without which it is 


impoſſible? Take heed therefore, Brethren, that, 
amidſt all that outward Shew and Pomp of Re- 
ligion you appear with, there be not found within 
2 an evil Heart of Unbelief : For, where that is, 
en will love Darkneſs rather than Light, they 
will /p0:l, and be ſpoiled, with Philoſophy and vain 
Deceit, after the Rudiments of this World, and not 
after Chriſt, The God of this World will ee 
Ox, xo | ve 
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$i kite fo much the Dominion e over y” GRE 1 
Tee of this World ſo effectually blind — Eyes, 
that will not fee the 2 = be 


their Peace, till they are forever hid from 
by ht. But, 1 may never be your Cale 

11 always pray tbe Vather = ou, who 
pos is able 10 "In you from falling ; that he will 
ſend you the Comforter, evin the Spirit of Truth, 
who will teach you all Things, and lead you into all 
Truth: He whom the World cannot DR, be- 
cauſe it /eeth him not; nor knoweth him, becauſe 
5 1 nothing but what it /eeth, for it lives 

Sight, and not by Faith. If I were, Brethren, 


Y 15 uſe a Form for you, it ſhould be that pre- 


ſcribed by your nominally vifible, really invibfile, 
CHUR CH, to wit, O! Ani and ever⸗ 


b C- who alone _ GREAT 
M is Poa 


dolvi upon our 
and Curates althfid Spirit of 
Grace, Ec. | the je health m the Manner it 1 


worded, might be improved into an Argu- 
ment, that the Compilers of your Liturgy ogg 
as we do, viz. that it muſt be a Great Ma 


vel, or Ms racle, if you ſhould have the 72 : 


Sake in your Hearts 5a far, I mean, as fo 
rawn by it, in oppoſition to your worldly 
. and Intereſts, from Darkneſs to Light, ond 


| from the Power of Satan to God. 
Bur, 7 5 perhaps detained you too long 41. 


ready, I ſhall not Treſpaſs on your Patience any 
farther, than while I ſubſeribe my ſelf, dearly 


beloved Brethren, in all Chriſtian Offices, | 


Tour Moſt Devontly Kg 
bY [feftionate Friend, Sc. 


R. M. 
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CHRISTIAN FAITH 


87 ASSERTED. 


HOEVER reads the Scrip- 
| tures will find Faith every where 

prefs'd and inculcated on him 
as a Duty; and that tao of ſugh 
ind} le Neceſſity, that, 
without it, it will he irppoſiſye 
for him to pleaſe God *, attain 
Heaven, or eſcape Hell. It 


| ſecms therefore of the greateſt Conſequenge to 
 ebery ane, to conlider, whether he bac 
in himſelf or not; andi if not, to make it his u- 


s Faith 


eavour, by all Means poſſible, to acquire it, 
In order to this, it will be neceſſary for him 
firſt to know in general what Faith is; and ner, 
hat chat particular Faith ſo neceſſary 20 his Sal- 
en. i. e. what a true * Faith Ker 


1; 
* Heb. 11. 6. 
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is; and thirdly, how and by what Means it is 
 —_—ik. .... ... COS - 
For the firſt, to wit, Faith in general; twill 
he allowed, I preſume, to import no more than. 
Belief; which is only the Agreement or Aſſent of 
the Mind to the Truth of a Propoſition. But 
what is it that muſt determine the Mind to yield 
or refuſe that Aſſent? Not the Will certainly; 
for then it would be in a Man's Power to believe 
what he would, or what he wiſhed. He would 
then be able to believe himſelf rich and happy, 
when he 8 miſerable, it being doubt- 
leſs in his Will to be ſo; but this is impoſſible. 
What is it then? nothing ſure but good Evidence, 
either external or internal. Tis this and this on- 
by can force the Mind, even in ſpite of Intereſt 
and Inclination, to aſſent; and the Want of it, 
to diſſent, or abide in a State of Neutrality, i. e. 
in Doubt and Diſtruſt, according as Evidence 
appears to it more or leſs clear and convincing; 
Which can with no Manner of Propriety be term'd 
Faith or Belief: Conſequently is not a Faith ſuf- 
ficient to Salvation, or the true ſaving Faith we 
are required to have, and are ſearching after. 
What I mean by internal Evidence ſhall be more 
fully explained hereafter : For the preſent it may 
be ſufficient to ſay, that all who helieved in Chriſt 
before they ſaw any of his Miracles (as St. Mat- 
iber, St. Nathaniel, and others) and all who be- 
lieve now, as I my ſelf, bleſſed be God, and 
many Thouſands beſides do, without ſeeing a 
! Miracle, believe upon that Evidence, or none " 
l at all, thay can ſtand the Tryal. But this by 
| —_— 1 
| Having ſhewn what Faith in general is, and 
x 3 1 it not to be at all under the Power. of the 
ill, but a neceſſary Act of the „ 
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_ Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 3 


Let us next ſee what that ſpecifick Faith is, 
which the Scripture enjoins us, as abſolutely ne- 
2 ceſſary to the leafibg God, and ſaving our Souls. 
1 Now it will be allowed, I ſuppoſe, that as Faith 
| in general is che Aﬀent of the Mind to the Truth 
of any Propoſition ; ſo this is the 'Aﬀent of the 
Mind to Scripture Propoſitions, as they affirm 
the Truth of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religions : 
For they are to be eſteemed but as one; ſince _. 
the latter is founded upon the former ſo far, that 
if one be not true, the other muſt of neceſſity 
be falſe. But as this Aſſent has been proved to 
be an Act of Neceſſity, and not of Choice; and 
as Acts of Neceſſity are neither morally: good 
nor evil in themſelves, ſo neither are they pu 
niſhable nor rewardable conſiſtently with Juſtice 
and Reaſon. Beg e 
It ſeems therefore as if the Commanding anc 
Enjoining Faith as a Duty, under the Sanction 
Premiums and Penalties, were a Thing not re- 
concilable with the Wiſdom and other Attributes 
of God. We may as well ſuppoſe he ſhould 
command us to ſee when our Eyes are open, and 
not to ſee when they are ſhut; and to enforce 
the Obſervance of ſuch Commands with Promi- 
ſes and Threatnings ; which is an Abſurdity 4 
Man of common Senſe. could not be guilty of, 
- Tock Tels mane Keaton: 6000S 
Faith therefore, ſo commanded in Scri ture; 
? ought not, nor cannot be reſtrain'd to this ſimple 
* Act of Aſſent, if we would have ſuch Commands 
to be of God; but muſt of neceſſity be fup- 
poſed to include Works alſo; that is, a Confor- 
mity and Obedience to all the Moral Precepts 
and Duties required in the Goſpel, which is 
—— the Import of the Word Faith in many 
laces of Scripture. Now as a partial Obedi- 
* | ence 
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Pons Mat Wang M Salvation; and V. 
iente always be in proportion to Fai 
as I wall ſhew 3 the only true 
Spring and Fountain of it: So 1 affirm, a 
rtial Faith, i. e. a Faith attended with Dit- 
dence and Diſtruſt, not to be the true favin 
aich required of us by the Goſpel ; Fri | 
if it can be allowed the Name of F aith at all, 
which, as I have faid, it can't with Propriety, 
yet. it Gear be productive of that entire uni- 
form Obedience, in which the very Life and 
Eſſence of ſaving Faith muſt be allowed to 
conſiſt. And as without ſuch an Obedience, 
Faith can fi; nify nothing; ſo neither can the 
moſt perfect Obedience be of any Uſe without 
Faith: For, according to the Tenor of the 
zoſpel; the Jews of old might as well have 
oped, God would have accepted a dead Dog 


. Tor a Sacrifice, as that Faith ſhould pleaſe him 


naw. without Obedience or, Works, or Works 
wit out, Faith *. I conclude therefore, that a 
perfect Faith excluſive of all Doubts, which is 
the only true Import of the Word, is the only 


true ſaving Faith, as being that alone which is, or 


can be, productive of true ſaving Obedience; and 
that therefore, a!l-leſs Degrees thereof are vain, 
I The next Thing then, is to conſider how. and 
by what Means this perfect or ſaving Faith 


19 now attainable, or may be acquired: Whe- 


Ll : 


ther by ſuch as are natural, to wit, Argumen- 
tation and Reaſoning , or by ſupernatural 
udy, great Re 


and tedious Heductichs and, Interences. *T'is 


gertain, it was generated and propagated at firſt 
Tupernaturaly, by me Span and Power of God, 
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acting on the Eyes or Hearts of Men, natura! 
Reaſon having little or nothing to do in it. 
God then ſpake the Word, either outwardly to 
the Senſes, or inwardly to the Mind, ſaying, 
as at firſt, Let there be Light, and it was done 
without the help of Logick ; which, 1 believe, 
has never ſince. been, nor is now, of more Uſe 
therein. I may pretend to know ſomething of 
the Matter my ſelf, having tried it to the ut- 
moſt for evincing the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Syſtem, and eſtabliſhing my Faith upon the 
Foundation thereof: But weak and vain were 
the Helps it afforded me; it ſeemed rather to 
lead entirely the contrary Way, as I believe 
will ſufficiently appear from the Sequel. And it 
is my Opinion, that no Faith built upon that 
Evidence, to wit, natural Reaſon, is or can be 
ſound, and ſuch as will. be able to ſtand che 
Tryal of the ſame Reaſon when oppoſed. to it, 
.much leſs the fiery Tryal. Indeed the merce- 
nary Advocates of Chriſtianity pretend to no 
other Support for it: But 'tis a Queſtion, whe- 
ther they are ſincerely convinced by it or not; 
ſince, tis certain, they might, and likely would, 
ſay as much for the Proof of Mabometi/m, if 
ws / were to be as well paid for it. EY 
Happy then and ſecure is he, and only he, 
hom the Lord ſhall call to the Knowledge of 
the Truth, by Ways more infallible, tho* more 
ineffable, to wit, by the plain Evidence of the 
Spirit and Power: of 3 wot in the Words 
which Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the 
Holy Gboſt teacheih: As at firſt, and all along 
ſince the ceaſing of the outward Way, i. e. 
lenſible Miracles; and even now, more com- 
monly than is thought or imagined by the zatural 
Man, who perceiveth not the Things of the Spi- 
N | es rit, 
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rit, neither can be know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually ' diſcerned t. Were it not for this, 
Chriſt would have left himſelf without a Witnefs. 

in the World; ſeeing he maniſeſts himſelf there- 

to no other Way, nor has he done otherwiſe for 
at leaſt a ethoufand Ages paſt. But now every 
one who believes in God, and worketh Righte- 
ouſneſs to the ſaving his Soul, which I would 
not be thought to confine to the Quater- Sect 
only; being well aſſured others may be il lumi- 
nated the ſame Way, tho” they do not teach it 
for a Doctrine, as that Sect rightly doth : Every 
one, I ſay, who now believeth ſavingly, hath 
the Witneſs in himſelf, which leadeth hinr into 
all Truth; ſo that ſuch have no need that any 
Man teach them; being all taught of God, from 

the leaſt to the greateſt, the Things pertaining to 
God x. For what Man know?th the Things of a 
Man, but the Spirit of Man that is in hin; even 
fo the Things of God knoweth no Man, but the Spi- 
rit of God that revealeth them to him XX. | 
But let us now turn our Eyes a little from 
the Light, towards the dark Traverſes of natu- 
ral Reaſon, and ſee what is to be done in the 
Jogical Way, for the Service of our Holy 
Faith, „ | SEW Yar 
It will, I preſume, be granted by every one, 

that as is a Being infinitely Good and 
Juſt, if he have made Man's eternal Happineſs 
and Miſery conditional, he has fully and 8 
made known ſuch Conditions to him: It mu 
therefore follow, by undeniable Conſequence, 
that whatever is not fully and clearly made 
known or revealed to him cannot, conſiſtently 

with the divine Perfections, be enjoined as a 
1 | neceſſary 
T1 Car. z. 1 1 Joh. ii. 20, 27. Heb. vii. to, 11. 
* 9 1 Cor. x. 11. 


Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 7 


neceſſary Condition of his future Happineſs; and, 
by the ſame Conſequence, it will alſo follow, 
' that whatever is above hisComprehenſion or Pow- 


er of knowing, or of which he has any reaſonable 


Cauſe to doubt, after due Conſideration, is not 
fully and clearly revealed or made known to 
him, and' therefore not to be looked on as a 
neceſſary Condition of his Salvation. « 

This being ſo, what muſt we think of the 
many controverted Points of our Religion? by 
ſome or one of which, nor only the Chriſtias 
Faith in general, but every diſtin& Article 
thereof is brought into Doubt, and made the 
Subject of Diſpute and Controverſy. . 

Now one would think, if theſe Things were 
fully and clearly revealed, there could not be 
ſo much Wrangling and Contention about them; 
and if, as before prov'd, they are not fully and 
clearly revealed, the Knowledge of them cannot 
be made a neceſſary Condition of our Salva- 
tion. Again, if natural Light, or the Art of Lo- 
Parr were able to beger or eſtabliſh a ſaving 

aith in the Heart of Man, *tis hardly poſſible 
to ſuppoſe, Scepticks and Unbelievers could 
ſupport their Opinions, which are perfectly in- 


conſiſtent therewith, by the ſame Means. Indeed, 
Contraries may be proved by a Sophiſtical 


Way of Arguing, which is not the Caſe here, 
as will be ſeen by and by. But where a Thing 
is clearly founded in Reaſon, Reaſon cannot 
be brought againſt it to any Purpoſe ; and it 
the Chriſtian Faith be not clearly — there- 
in, it can never be ſavingly wrought nor eſta- 
bliſhed in the Heart thereby. 
This now is the Language of natural Reaſon; 
and what will the natural Man ſay to it? He 


cannot but know, if he be at all converſant in 


the 


n 1 * 2 
2 . 's ; 12 4 
7 N . 5 9 bore. 
N a . SEES”, = 3 

* a 6 * p 22 5 


L ö - =: ceo AT ht * 99 * F 
0 » a4 TOY 3 9 SWEEP 9 N ö STR CE CTY F R 1 L 
* « * a 9 4 * 2 9 8 e 2 9 — Wit 8 e 


# 


che World, ſince it is become the Subject of 


3 _— "vg a bet 8 A . . | N ke | ALE rid on da * £7" 
x - 1 15 N Ip 7 oF . g 4 9 * a SEO T8 MEAL EE 
r 7 Y j _- * on 3 x F * * 1 WET OS bg 22 "LP OR Ir p gs * 
. Y 2 6 1 644 a et 7 : 48, e I 
\þ R wy * Om | es 3 . 
= 7 N 2 Y d 
* 
* 5 , : : * 0 g - 
s . " x ** ” $ 
* * 
| 2 0 k a ) 5 — 
- & 0 *% 4 R U T.H 0 1 7 9 
: 1 4 I * 
; Wi * 
| 
[ 


 News-papers as well as Books; he cannot but 


know, I ſay, that not only the Truth and Au- 
thority of the Scriptures, the ſole Foundation his 
Faith can have to ſtand on, is daily ridiculed, 
and even flatly denied; but alſo the Reality of 
a Soul in Man, all Diſtinction betwixt Vircue 
and Vice, theReaſon and Neceſſity of any kind of 
religious Worſhip ; nay, the very Being of a God, 
in a true Senſe, ſuch as all Mankind have formed 
of him, are called in Queſtion, and rendered du- 
bious and diſputable; and that by. Perſons of 
great Names and high Characters for Depth of 
natural Sciences, andthe Wiſdom of this World, 
which yet is but Fooliſtmeſs with God; neither 
are their Morals, that I can underſtand, that is, 
their Lives and Converſations, ſo bad as their 
Enemies repreſent them. 

But whatever their Morals are, or have been, 
it makes not much to the Purpoſe. The Que- 
ſtion is, whether thoſe Opinions advanced by 
them be founded upon good Reaſon or not? 
+ Fer if they are, tho' they were the moſt pro- 

fligate of Mankind, it would ſhake the natural 
Evidence of our Faith, as much as if they were 
Saints. Thar fuch Opinions are nov entirely 

roundleſs, and without the Appearance, at 

aſt, of good Reaſon, may be imagined on 
Account of the general Characters of thoſe who 
maintain them, as above ob ſerved : But that we 
may ſee what Monſters, of natural Reaſon's be- 
ting, natural Reaſon muſt encounter and 
intirely vanquiſh, before it can lay one Stone 
for the Foundation of a ſaving Faith. We 
will briefly run over ſome of the Arguments 
brought for the Support ef each particular 
Tenet. | E | = 
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- And firft as to the Truth and Authority of 
Scripture: Ir is ſo far, ſay they, from being the 
Word of God, that it is not ſo much as the Word 
of intelligent, credible and conſiderate Men; 
in that it contains Falſities, Abſurdities, and ma- 
ny Doctrines and Facts, the Truth of which they 
affirm to be inconſiſtent with our Ideas of all the 
divine Perfections; ſuch as Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
Power, Goodnefs, Truth, Sc. and that there- 
fore it is next to Bla ſphemy to aſcribe it to 
God as the Author. — 0 
Too prove this ſev ral Paſſages both in the Old 
and New Teftament* are produced, which pri- 
ma facie, and as they lay in their natural Dreſs, 
before an impartial Reader, muſt be allowed in- 
deed to make but an odd Figure, if they do not 
? amount to a Proof of the Charge ; and granting 
they are capable of being ſatisfactorily cleared 
up by Gloffaries and Comments, which, ſay they, 
we ſhould be glad to fee, it does not ſeem pro- 
bable God ſhould teach the World his Will, on the 
Knowledge of which the eternal Fate of his poor 
Creatures depended, in ſuch a Manner as to need 
the Help of Comments and Paraphraſes to ex- 
plain his Meaning: For that, ſay they, it can- 
not be ſuppoſed he would deliver a Revelation 
of that valt Conſequence to the World, under ſo 
much as the Appearance of Folly, Falſhood, or 
Incongruity; ſo that to make it paſs, Men muſt 
Py be forced to put their Brains on the Rack for So- 
lutions, to reconcile it with Truth and good 
Senſe. And if, add they, the Liberty be allowed 
of ſoftening, ſtifling, ftraining, and wreſting the 
in Meaning of Words from the obvious and 
manifeſt Intention of their Authors; and of fix- 
Ing any Senſe upon them, that *tis poſſible for 
them to bear, or the Witsof Man invent, - tho? 
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10 The TRUrn of the 


never ſo foreign and unnatural; there is no Ab- 


* 


ſurdity nor Inconſiſtency ſo groſs, but may per- 


haps be ſmoothed over, and made to look even 


fair in the Face. Ar this rate, continue they, 
there is nothing in the Story of St. Anthony's ma- 
king a long Voyage at Sea upon a Mill-ſtone ; 


or, in that of Mabomel's riding to Heaven upon 


an Aſs; bur what may be palliated, and vindi- 
cated from the Charge of Forgery and Nonſenſe. 

4 nat this is the Method of our learned Com- 
mentators on Scripture, and that theſe Liberties 
are taken by them, is what the Adverſary af- 
firms; but whether with Truth or not muſt be 
left to every Man's private Judgement who reads 
them. However, that my Reader may the bet- 
ter be able to gheſs, I ſhall inſtance in a few 


" Particulars, which I ſhould gladly omit, as a 


Thing very diſagreeable to me, did not my Me- 
thod and Argument make it neceſſary, But ſince 
cannot clear my Way, to the Ground I intend 
to build on, without it, I muſt beg the Reader's 
Indulgence, while I couch ſome of thoſe ungrate- 
ful Strings, which, Iaſſure him, will ſound as un- 
pleaſant in my Ears, as *tis poſſible they can in 
his : And therefore I hope he will not take what 


TI ſhall deliver, as the Opinion of others, to be 


my own. For I ſpeak the Truth in Chriſt, and lie 
not, the Spirit bearing me alſo Witneſs, that I have 
laboured under great Heavineſs and Sorrow of Heart 
for theſe Things; being one who ſtedfaſtly believe 
the Word of God, and the Teſtimony of Jeſus, 
as ſhaddowed out in Holy Scripture ; ſhaddow- 
ed I ſay, for I look beyond the outward Coat, 
and deeper than the Letter. I can, thank him 
who ſeeth all Things, ſee the Jewel within the 
Caſe; which if every one could do (as I hope 
the Time is not far off, there appearing mT 
| . alr 


. . . 1 » | ; 
Chriſtian. Faith aſſerted. 11 
fair Dawning towards it) we ſhould hear no more . 
carping and cavilling at the Oracles of God: All 
the Arrows of the wicked, that are ſhot againſt 
it, ſticking only in the outward Cruſt and Shell 
thereof. The Spirit, which is the Life, (for my 
Words, faith Chriſt *, they are Spirit and they are 
Life) that remains untouch'd, being as much 
beyond the carnal World's Power to wound and 
injure, as to diſcern and underſtand. | 
But now to the Work I am obliged, by the 
Reaſons aforeſaid, to undertake, which I ſhall 
handle as tenderly, and with as much Brevity 
(being, as is ſaid, no Way pleaſing to me) as 
the Nature of it will admit. | 
The firſt Scripture Paſſage then I ſhall men- 
tion, as taken to task by the Men of Science, 
and the naturally learned World, is, that (among 
many others I ſhall paſs over) in the Hiſtory of 
the Creation; where Light is faid to have been 
created before the Sun, which is making, ſay 
they, the Effect to exiſt before the Cauſe; and 
a greater Blunder, as they are pleaſed to term 
It, cannot poſlibly be. | 
As a Salvo for this, Commentators afſert there 
was another Light, prior to that of the Sun, 
which ſome of them ſay aroſe from the Collifion 
or Agitation of the Chaotick Matter, when the 
Spirit of God began to move thereon: And 
others, that it came from the ſolar Particles, 
ſcattered abroad, and diſperſed thro? the Æther, 
which, when collected together the fourth Day, 
made the Body of the Sun. 1 ä 
But this, ſays the Adverſary, will not do: 
For admitting the Want of the Sun, as to Mat- 
ter of Light, might be ſupplied by thoſe lumi- 
nous Particles, it is not to be conceived: how 
"C x” they 


John vi. 63. 
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12 The TRV TH of the 


they ſhould do its Office of meaſuring Time, 
an 


dividing Day from Night, which, the Text 


ſays, was done the firſt Day as well as the fourth; 


being they could have no diurnal Revolution 
round the Earth, nor the Earth round them, it 
being ſurrounded by them on all Sides. And 


if the Earth had the Motion, we now ſuppoſe it 


to have, to wit, round its own Axis, in either 


Caſe it muſt have been always Day. Unleſs we 


ſhall imagine this luminous Matter to ſpring from 
one Side only of the agitated Chaos, or « 4p the 


Spirit agitated no more than one Hemiſphere of it 


at a Time, or that the Solar Corpuſcles could act 
upon the Earth in the ſame Manner, when diffuſed 


and ſcattered abroad, as they did after they were 


collected together into one Body; or that God cre- 


ated a Body of Light and Heat, that was not the 


Sun, on purpoſe to do the Office of the Sun in all 
Reſpects, for no longer than three Days. All 


which, add they, is plainly reducing an Hypo- 


theſis ad abſurdum, by advancing arbitrary No- 
tions, without Evidence or Authority, the Text 
having notone Word in it to found them upon ; 


neither are they 1 f for any other Reaſon, 


than the Neceſſity of them for preſerving the 
Conſiſtency, ſay they, of Scripture, which is 


the utmoſt the Wit of Man can do for the Pur- 


poſe. And if that be allowed its utmoſt Strength, 
in making Truth and Senſe of Things, there 
can be no ſuch Thing as Nonſenſe or Untruth 
in the World. . | | 
The next Thing caviled at is the Moſaick 


Account of the Lapſe or Fall of Man ; the 
Dialogue between Eve and the Serpent is made 
a very great Jeſt. To vindicate it from ſuch 


Ridicule, Commentators inſiſt, that by the Ser- 
pent is to be underſtood the Devil. But the 
1 Sceptick 
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Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 13 


Sceptick ſays, this alſo is gratis dium, there be- 


ing not the leaſt Hint given of it in the Text. 


Again, he ſays, it is inconſiſtent with the Goad- 


neſs, Juſtice and Wiſdom of God, to curſe the 
whole Earth for Eve's Tranſgreſſion, and impure 
the Guilt of it to all her Poſterity, had ſhe been 
Miſtreſs of the greateſt Knowledge, Prudence 
and Diſcretion, much leſs when the was defti- 
tute of common Senſe : For tho' ſhe was in Sta- 
ture and Bulk a Woman, yet in Reafon and Un- 
derſtanding no other than a Child : as might rea- 


ſonably be ſuppoſed, ſay they, were the Text | 


Glent about it, fince ſhe was but juſt born: and 
Knowledge, in a natural Way, we find to be ac- 
quired only by Age and Experience. ' However, 
continue they, the Hiſtory itſelf confeſſeth it, aſſu- 


ring us ſhe did not know Good from Evil: And 
that Good and Evil here ought not to be reſtrain- 


ed to moral Good and Evil only, as ſome would 
have it, is plain, for that it is ſaid they knew not 
that they were naked; which proves their Igno- 
rance to be as well in Natural Things as Moral. 

Now ſuppoſe, add thoſe deep ſighted blind 
Men, you ſhould put a Sugar Plumb before your 
ſucking, Child, ſtrictly charging it not to touch 
it upon Pain of Death; and, upon the Child's tranſ- 
greſſing your Orders, you ſhould ſtorm, and ſwear, 
and curſe the Child and your whole Family, and 
vo never more to be reconciled to it, nor its 
Poſterity, till you had ſhewn your Reſentment 
by murdering your eldeſt Son, or your ſelf : Can 


it be thought, add they, a Man, who is not an 


Idiot or a Monſter, could act in this Manner? 
much leſs that God the Sum of all Perfection 


1 * 1 9 


ſhould do it? — See here an Inſtance, which 1 


mall * upon more hereafter, how the W1/- 
dom of God, 


with 


as faith the Apottle, is Fooliſoneſs \ 
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14 The I'RUTH of the 


with Man. Becauſe he cannot fathom a My- 
ſtery, ' and ſee with carnal Eyes to the Depth of 
| the Riches of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God 
14 in contriving Man's Salvation, *tis in his Opini- 
4 on all Stuff and Nonſenſe. 11 | 
[ The next Scripture Story, as they call it, that 
* them Offence, is that of the Sons of God 
falling in Love and copulating with the Daugh- 
ters of Men; which tho” Commentators, they 
ſay, would have to. be only the Marrying of the 
righteous Seed of Seth, or the true Worſhippers, 
into the Family of Idolaters : Yet nothing can 
be more evident, in their Opinion, than that it is 
meant literally of the Angels, as all the Antients 
| underſtood it, or of the Sons of God in a more 
#0 proper Senſe. For why elſe, add they, a Race 
* of Giants, Hero's, and Demi-Gods, ſhould be 
1 ſaid to ſpring from them, will be difficult to ima- 
gine; ſince it 1s not to be ſuppoſed the true Wor- 
ſhipper was better qualified in the Art of Beget- 
ting than the falſe. F 2 
Again, the Law mentioned Deut. xxii. 13. & 
ſeg. tho' fathered on God, cannot poſſibly, ſay 
they, be of his enacting: For, to ſay nothing of 
the Indecency of it, becauſe that alters with the 
Difference of Countries, Cuſtoms and Times, 
it is built on a falſe Bottom, in that it ſuppoſes 
1 Men and Women all formed alike; which be- 
A ing not true in Fact, ſuch a Law cannot be ad- 
miniſtred with Equity and Juſtice. For the guil- 
ty, add they, will have it in their Power by Arts, 
to prove themſelves innocent; and the Innocent, 
truſting to their Innocence, and uſing no Art, 
may appear guilty, and be puniſhed accordingly. 
In ſhort thoſe ſons of Darkneſs and Diſpute, 
deny the Truth of the whole Fewi/h Diſpenſa- 
tion, affirming the Hiſtory of Miracles, ſaid . 
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. Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 15 
be wrought to favour the 1/raelizes Departure 
out of Egypt, to be not only inconceivable, but 
inconfiſtent both with itſelf *, and with the 
Juſtice, Equity and Goodneſs of God. Not 

only in the Encouragement there ſeems to be 
given to cheating and lying, to wit, in what is 
{aid of the Midwives and tricking the Egyptians 
of their Goods; but alſo in that God is repre- 
ſented as acting a ſupernatural Part on Pha- 
raob's Heart, and even creating him on pur- 
poſe onely that he might have an occaſion f 
ſhowering down his Vengeance upon him, and 
his People, by which Millions of his other poor 
innocent Creatures were afflicted, tormented, 
impoveriſhed and deſtroyed, only to convince 
a ſtupid tatterdemallion Herd, ſo they ſpeak, of 
ſcabbed Brick-makers, of his almighty Power; 
who yet were not at all better'd nor more en- 
couraged by it, but diſtruſted him in every Dif- 

ficulty they met with afterward ; ſo that they 
were often upon the Point of returning to Bon- 
dage, for fear that Power which they had ſeen 
turn Water to Blood, and Duſt into Animals, 
ſhould not be able to provide Food for them, 
and keep them from Starving. Which Beha- 
viour and Diffidence of this People, theſe Gain- 
ſayers will have to be a Contradiction to the 
whole Hiſtory of Wonders they are ſaid to have 
ſeen: For, ſay they, *tis hardly poſſible to con- 
ceive Men ſhould act fo ſtupidly and daſtardly, 
had they had but the Reaſon and Conſideration 
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of Horſes. Commentators indeed, add they, 1 
labour the Point mightily, as to God's harden- 1 
ing Pharaoh's Heart, inſiſting that it was Pha. 90 
raob's hardening his own Heart firſt, and then 
God's doing it afterward by way of Paniſhment. * 
But _— 


* Exod, vii. 22. 
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16 The TruTrof be 


But not one Word, ſay they, is to be found in 
the Text of any ſuch Thing, without a moſt un- 


natural ſtraining and for | 
1 * Pharaoh har- 


Beſides, continue the 
dened his own Heart at firſt, -it was, if the Ac- 
count of things be true, no more than God 
"willed and deſigned he ſhould do; it being but 
the natural Conſequence of his ſecing the Devil 
work as great Miracles by the Hands of his own 
Magicians, 'as God did by thoſe of Moſes. 
tm the whole thoſe Boaſters of Knowledge, 
who, y yet as to Spirituals, are the Children of 
ut and Ignorance, declare their opinion to 
de, that the Founding the Zewi/h Commonwealth 


nothing more divine in it, than other Com- 


| — and Governments in their Originals 
had, being an Inſtitution purely humane, built 
on Maxims-of worldly Policy, and formed up- 
on a Plan concerted between Moſes and his Fa- 
ther- in-Law ; with whom the great Creator off 
the Univerſe was no more converſant, nor 

larly and imtnediately acquainted, than the God- | 
deſs Myeirawaswith — Pompilius in Eſtabliſnh- 
ing — Commonwealth of Rome. And in this 
view, they ſay, it is impoſſible to read what 
Gare was taken, to keep every one but 
Moes at a diſtance from the Mountain and the 
fight of God, without thinking of the Prieſt of 
- Afedian; who when he took upon him * to re- 
ſurm untl correct Mofes's Adminiſtration, which, 
if u divine Inſtitution, was plainly taking the 
Work out of God's Hands, he only did that 

„ and openly, which at other times he 
did privately and i. 9-04" Covert. | 
for the Miracles, continue they, intermixed 
in the Fiitory of this Affair, . 
utho- 


6 Exod XViil. 13. & ſeq. 
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& Authority of it 1 they are but what all 


Founders of new 


ligions or new States have 


contrived or invented as Sanctions of their Laws, 


and to ſupport the Credit of their reſpective In- 


ſtitutions. In which, tho' the Jeiſb excceds: all 


the reſt both in Number and Magnitude, they 


are to be looked on, ſay they, but of a Piece 
with them; ſeeing many of them ſink beneath 


their own Weight, thro” an Exceſs of Magnj- 


tude, which brings all the reſt to the ſame Le- 


vel: For if one fall none can ſtand. Ain 
As one Inſtance of ſuch as are cruſhed by their 
own extravagant Bulk, they mention that of the 
Quails *, where it is faid tho/e Bird, tho* a Land- 
Fowl, were brought from the Sea, and lain round 


a Camp of many Hundred Thouſand Mea, in Breadth 


10 the Extent of a Days Journey, and in Deptb, ar 
Heighth from the Ground, two Cubits, that is, three 
Foot perpendicular. [ This Paſſage I believe to 
be an Error of Tranſlators, or Tranſcribers.] 
The next of this Sort, they take Notice of, is 
that in Joſhua, way» x. where the Sun and Moon 
are ſaid to have ſtood ſtill for the Space of a 
whole Day ; which, ſay theſe Men, could not 
be, but it muſt have been noted by the whole 


Earth, and eonſequently recorded in ſome other 
Hiſtories ; or, if no other Hiſtories were at that 


Time writ, Tradition could not but have pre- 


ſerved the Memory of ſo remarkable, wonder- 


ful and extraordinary an Event, and have brought 
it down to the Hands of ſome later Writer, who 
would have inſerted it among his Memorabilia 
and Mirabilia, which antient Authors were fond 
of, and made it their Buſineſs to pick up. Be- 
ſides, add they, tis now next to certain, che Sun 


_ never moved at all ſince oo Creation; and with 


what 


Numb. xi. 31. 
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_ "what Propriety then it can be ſaid to have ſtood 
till, at Joſhuas Command or Prayer, they can- 
not ſee. But ſuppoſe'that to be ſpoken ad cap- 
tum vulgi, or according to the Apprehenſion of 
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common People, this Story, ſay they, is plainly 
overloaded, and it's Credit thereby deſtroyed; 


in that the Moon is made to ſtand ſtill too, only 


that God's Hoſt might be ſure not to want Light, 


for finiſning the Butchery they had in Hand; 
(fo they ſpeak) Whereas, ſay they, every one 
knows it could not be ſeen, while the Sun re- 


mained fixed, as the Text ſays, in the midſt of 


Heaven. And it is not to be ſuppoſed, add they, 


God would ſuffer it, the Sun, to ſet, or 


down; till the vindictive Work, he ſtaid it for, 


was fully perfected. 


To get rid of all theſe Difficulties, and others, 


this Miracle is encumbered with, which I ſhall 


not mention, ſome Commentators make no more 


of it than this, that what is called the Sun's ſtand- 


ing ſtill, and the Length of the Day that was 


-thought to proceed therefrom, was occaſioned 
only by the Refraction or Reflection of the Sun 


Beams after ſetting, from ſome watery or ſnowy 


Clouds. Now tho?, ſay the Adverſary, *tis im- 
offible the Sun ſhould be refracted or reflected 


in ſuch a Manner, for ſo long a Space as that 


of a whole Day, either natural or artificial ; yer, 


if we grant it, *tis making it ſtill but a natural 


Effect, and no Miracle: And teaches us, ſay 

they, what to think of Scripture Hiſtory, and 

the Wonders therein recorded. = 
Numberleſs other Paſſages in the Old Teſta- 


ment are objected to by theſe learned Unbelie- 


vers, and bookiſh Night-Crows, who, like the 


darling Bird of the Goddeſs they worſhip, hate 


and deſpiſe the Light; thinking themſelves wifer 


than 
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Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 19 
than he that made them, tho? as ignorant as the 
= wild Aſs's Colt: Numberleſs other Paſſages, I 
„ ſay, do theſe Men cavil at; as that, in the Fn 
= Verſe of the firſt Chapter of Judges, where, they 
4 ſay, God's Omnipotence is denied or made doubt- 
ful. And in the 19th Verſe, Chap. vi. of the firſt. 
of Samuel, his Goodneſs and | Slams ſeem as 
much brought in Queſtion, by repreſenting him 
as beyond Meaſure cruel and revengeful : For. 
ſo, ſay they, he muſt be thought, if he deſtroy- 
ed Fifty Thouſand Men and upwards, for. ſo 
ſmall an Offence as but juſt looking inte the 
Ark; five had been enough in Reaſon to have 
made Examples of, and to deſtroy on any other 
Account is, ſay they, the Property of a mer- .Y 
cileſs and blood. thirſty Temper. 1 4 
However, numerous as they are, I will not 
grate my own, nor Reader's Heart, with the R- 
cital of any more of them; but haſten to the 
New Teſtament. And even here I muſt beg to 
be excuſed from raking any Infidel Objections. 
out of the Dirt, thrown on the Letter and Out- 
ide of tae written Word by a late great Clerk, 
Who was a liſted Soldier, but deſerted from the 
ſtanding Army of Chriſt, as it would be thought: 
Tho', God knows, it fights his Battles not with 
the proper Weapons, the Shield of a true ſaving 
Faith, and the Sword of the Spirit; but with 
the Sword of humane Learning, and vain Phi- 
-, . loſophy, which are too weak to repel the fiery 
| Darts of the Wicked; as will more fully be pro- 
| ved hereafter. I muſt, beg, I ſay, to be excu - 
ſed from repeating any of this Man's Charge 
againſt the Words and Works of the Holy Jeſus; 
thinking his Expreſſions too harſh, and that his f 
' Spirit boiled too high: Tho? I cannot but hope 1 
3 he is not far from the Kingdom of God; in that 
} 2 he 
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he glanceth ſo near by the Truth. in his Specu- 


lations, that it is not improbable he may have 
had Tome ſmall Glimpſe thereof. 

In ſpeaking therefore of the Cavils, riſen againſt 
Paſſages occurring in the New-Covenant-Scrip- 
ture, I ſhall be very brief; confining my ſelf to 
two only, 2 that in Mat, xxiv. 34th Verſe, 
Perily, verily, I ſay unto you, this Generation ſhall 
not paſs away,' ill all theſe Things (one of which 


they contend to be the End of the World) are 


fulfilled y. which they infiſt to be either falſe Pro- 
phecy, or falſe Hiſtory. The other is the noto- 
rious Diſagreement, as they expreſs it, between 
thoſe - Evangeliſts, who were the only Eyc- 
Witneſſes, 'or to be ſuppoſed ſo, of the Facts 


they record; the other two, Mark and Luke, be- 


ing, ſay they, no other than hear-fay Writers, 


As to the firſt, Commentators deny the End 


of the World in a ſtrict and proper Senſe to be 
at all ſpoken of, or foretold in the mentioned 


Chapter; inſiſting that what is ſaid therein con- 


cerning it, is to be underſtood as relating on! 

to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, and the > iſh 
State. But, fay their Oppoſers, they muſt then 
allow the End of the World in the Senſe they 
mention, not to be foretold or ſpoken of at all 
in the whole Bible: For the fame Words, add 
they, that are agreed, even by themſelves, to re- 
late thereto in other Parts of Scripture, are em- 

played to expreſs it by here in this Chapter; 
and he that will argue they fignify one Thing 
in one Place, and another in another, will argue 


againſt firſt Principles, and is to be looked on, 


ſay they, as a Wrangler not worth Notice, nor 
to be diſputed with. „ oe oxygen 
- Beſides, continue they, tis plain the Queſtion 


| | (Verſe the 3d) which occaſioned all the prophe- 


Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 21 


tick Diſcourſe in this Chapter, was twofold, 1 
lacing to the End of the World in the trueſt Senſe, 
as well as to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem: Tell 


#5, ſay the Diſciples, oben theſe Things fall 


be, i. e. when the Ruin of the Temple, Which 
he had told them was ſome Time or other to hap- 
pens ſhould be — and alſo, what ſhall 
e the Sign of thy Coming, and of the End r 
the World. Now if, ſay they, we are to under- 
ſtand all that follows, by way of Anfwer, to re- 
late only to the firſt Part of the Queſtion, to the 
Deſtruction of the Temple, then the latter had 
no Anſwer at all made to it: Whereas, ſay 
they, it is not poſſible for Words to make a Thing 
plainer, than that as the Queſtion was baute 
and related to the Deſtruction of the Temple 
and the World too, fo did the Anſwer; and he, 
add they, that reads the Chapter through, and 
can think all that is ſaid therein to have but one 
Reference, and that to the Deſttruction of the 
Jewiſh State, without any at all to the Day of 
Doom or final Judgement, muſt offer Violence 
to his Neaſon, and may as well bring himſelf 
to believe the Book of the Revelations related 
to nothing but che Civil Wars of England, or the 
Battle of Hochſtet. ; 55 3 
I might add hereto, what theſe Men farther 
offer in Confirmation of this their Opinion, to 
wit, that the Apoſtles, and primitive Difciples, 
as appears from feveral Paſſages of Scriptute *, 
were induced by this Chapter ro believe and ex- 
pect the final Judgment or Deſtruction of the 
World would follow ſoon after that of Feruſa- 
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lem, or before that Generation, or they them " 


' ſelves were all paſſed away from off the Earth. 
Zut I ſhall wave it, as being weary of a 7 

FA . I take 
1 John ii. 18, 1 Theſaiv, 15; 17, Ge. 
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Itake no Pleaſure in, and haſten: to the other In- 
fidel Objection I mentioned, fich is the laſt I 
hall trouble my ſelf or Reader with, namely, 
the Diſagreement they charge to be between the 

two Eye - witneſſing Evangeliſts. 

The Inſtances, they 233 to give of this, are 
firſt in the Matter of Chri/?*s foretelling his Death 
and Reſurrection, which Matthew, ſay they, aſ- 

„ ſures us he did ſeveral Times and that but a 
:" few Days before it was accompliſhed *, taking 
i his Diſciples apart for the Purpoſe, and inftru- 
5 Ling them in every particular of it; nay, that 
= it was ſo publickly known, the whole Jewiſb San- 
= Hedrim, that is, the whole Body of the Rulers 
were informed of it: Whereas, add they, John, 
Chap. xx. ver. 9. declares he was ignorant of it, 
1 5 his being to riſe again from the Dead, to 
the very Morning it came to paſs. Commen- 
tators, on the Authority of one of the Evan 
liſts K, ſay, that tho' he told this, and all the 
reſt of his Diſciples, plain enough of it; yet they 
| either did not underſtand him, or not believe 
him: Wonderful ſtrange}, ſay thoſe Scoffers, eſ- 
pecially when it is {aid in one of thoſe Places, 
Mat. xvil. 23. they were exceeding fairy at hear- 
ing of it, i. e. of his Death, £ 
But now, continue they, can any one erſuade 
| himſelf, or any other, to believe, if Jobn had ever 
been told his Maſter was to die and riſe again in 
the Manner it is ſaid he did, that he could ſee 
5 - 8 Part of the Prediction verified, as he - 
mutt. ing 6 ZheGuvor of it t, and not think of , 
the latter? Or thatwhen he came to the Sepulchre, 
, and found the Body not there, it ſhould not re- 
cur to his Thoughts? But inſtead thereof, that 
he ould declare his Belief, of what the Woman . 
ft : to 
Ro | „at. vii. . Luke xviü. 34. + John zix. 26, 
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told him, ver. 2. to wit, that the Body was car- 
Tied off, or removed by ſome other natural Means, 


which is the Import of that ꝗth Verſe; and then 
add, that his Reaſon, for ſo believing, was, that 
they, that is, himſelf and Brother Diſciple, or- 
all the Diſciples, knew not the Scriptures, that he 


was to riſe from the Dead at all? He, ſay they, 


that has Faith for this, may remove Mountains; 


unleſs he will make a Miracle of it, as Luke Chap. 
Xxv1ii. 34, ſeems to do, and ſuppoſe, while the Ma- 
ſter was inſtructing his Diſciples in the Nature 
of his Kingdom, and what the Event of his preach- 
ing it to the World would be, he employed a 
ſupernatural Power in ſtupifying their Under- 

ſtandings; ſo that they might not believe him, 
or comprehend his Meaning: Which, according 
to them, is an Inconſiſtency too groſs to be men- 
tioned. WE | 


The next Thing, in which they ſay thoſe two 


_ Inſpired Authors diſagree, is in the Accounts they 
ive of their Maſter's Appearing to them after 
is Reſurrection; and the Silence of one of 

them, as to thoſe aſtoniſhing Events that are 

ſaid by the other to have accompanied his Cru- 
cifixion, or follow'd it, to. wit, the Darkneſs 
over the whole Land (that is, perhaps, ſay they, 

a cloudy Day) the Earthquake, the Rending the 

Temple, and, what is more than all the reſt, 

the Reſurrection of many Bodies out of their 


Graves, and walking into, and viſiting People 


in the City: None of which, ſay they, are men- 
tioned. by St. John, who yet was preſent, and 
ſtood by all the Time of his Suffering, as is be- 
fore obſerved. To account for this Commen- 
tators aſſert, St. Jobn, who'writ laſt, deſigned his 
_ Goſpel for a Supplement to the other three: But, 
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ſay their Opponents, if this were ſo, tis ſerange | 
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he ſneuld no where intimate he deſign'd it for 
ſuch a Supplement; and ſtranger yet, add they, 
he ſhould inſert ſeveral Facts therein, and thoſe 
of leſs note, Which all the reſt particularly 
mention. 8 . 
But let it be, ſay they, a Supplement, and 
grant St. 70hn omitted on that Account to re- 
peat thoſe great Wonders St. Matthew relates, 
Pray what, add they, was St. Matthew's Reaſon 
for omitting what St. John relates, concerning 
the ſevera] Interviews and Converſations, they 
had with their Maſter, after his Reſurrection in 
Jeruſalem; eſpecially, at that extraordinary Jun- 
cure, when their diffident Brother St. Thomas was 
convinced in ſo ample a Manner, to wit, by 
putting his Fingers into the Prints of the Nails, 
and thruſting his Hand into the Wound in his 
Side? Of all which Sr. Matthew has not one Word; 
but, inſtead thereof, talks only of a Meeting they 
had with him upon a Mountain in Galilee. 
Now, continue they, Matthew's Goſpel was 
no Supplement; he was the firſt of all that writ, 
and preſent at all the Meetings and Interviews, 
they had with their riſen Lord in Jeruſalem, if 
Fobn ſays true: How comes it to paſs then, ſay 
they, he takes no Notice, nor makes the leaſt 
Mention, of any of theſe Things? 
In ſhort, ſay iy, no one can believe or think 
the Author of St, Matibeꝛo's Goſpel ever ſaw Chriſt 
at all aſter his Reſurrection in Feruſalem, or any 
where elſe, if he did not on the aforeſaid Moun- 
tain, for he ſeems to ſpeak dubiouſly of it; nei- 
ther can it be ſuppoſed, he had ſo much as heared, 
at the Time he writ, of his having been ſeen by 
any one elſe in the aboveſaid City, or any other 
Place, but the beforementioned ; For they in- 
fiſt, it is nor poſſible a Man ſhould write a Nar- 
| rative 
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rative of Facts, which no one had writ on before, 


and therein not mention ſuch extraordinary ones 
as theſe are, and ſo much to his purpoſe, had 


he been an Eye · witneſs of them, or but heard 
them reported to him upon any credible Autho- 


ray 8 : 
I have now laboured my Way through half, 


and, I think, the worſt half of the melancholy 
Journey my Argument has forced me tc take: 
And it being a foul Road all the Way, I cannot 
but fear ſome of the Dirt, in ſpite of all I can 
ſay, will ſtick about me. All my Comfort is in 
the Sincerity of my Intentions; for,. however I 
may be cenſured, I am truly and really a Belie- 


ver of the Truth and Authority of Scripture, un- 


- unenlightened, * 


derſtood in a ſpiritual and divine Senſe. I pro- 
feſs to think the whole Bible juſtly to deſerve the 


Title it has, of God's Word, and God's Book; 


and, as ſuch, I eſteem it with great Reverence, 
I look on it as a Light ſhining in Darkneſs; as 
the Sun in a Cloud, as the King's Daughter, all 

lorious within, tho* wrapt about with an outer 

arment, in which ſome ſeeming Rents appear, 
And I really think, thoſe, who have gone about 
to mend them with Patches of natural Light and 
humane Inventions, have made them but worſe ; 
For while the great Steeple Doctors and Book- 
worms in Pay, prompted by an officious, indif- 
creet Zeal, have been at Work to vindicate Scrip- 


ture from all Mixtures and literal Allays ; endea- 


vouring to have it thought more than it is (or 
than it will ever be in their Power to perſuade 
their blind Brethren, the Book-worms out of Pay, 
to believe it to be) it has happened they have 
made it thought leſs than it is, and but the more 
expoſed it to the Contempt and Ridicule of an 


And 
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And now to the remaining Part of my unplea- 
fant, tho' in the End, 1 hope, profitable Un- 
dertaking. The ſecond Monſter mentioned, to . 
have proceeded of late from the dark Womb of 
worldly Wiſdom, was, that. which denies the Re- 
allty of an immarefial, independent Subſtance in 
Man, called Soul; maintaining Life and Soul to 
be the fame Thing, and no way diſtinct; con- 
ey that Death, putong an End to Life, 
puts an End to the Soul alſo. 8 
Now this ſhocking Polition ; they pretend to 
prove by indiſputable Maxims eh, and 
ke eſſential Properties of humane Nature, uni- 
verſally conſented to and allowed: As thus, 
Man, fay they, is defined to be a rational Ani 
mal, compounded of Body and Soul; the li- 
ving Body conſtitutes him an Animal, the Soul 
makes him rational. e 
Reaſon then, or Rationality, according to them, 
is an eſſential Property of the Soul, or that in 
which its Effence or Nature conſiſts; ſo that where 
there is not Rationality, or the Faculty of Rea- 
ſoning, there is no Soul: For a Thing cannot be 
Without ſuch Properties, as are eſſentially necel- 
 Tary to its Conſtitution. 08 5 
then the Faculty of Reaſoning depends on 
che Body, and the Body be Matter, the Soul de- 
pends upon Matter, and conſequently is no im- 
material Subſtance : For Quod pendet a materia eſt 
maltriale, is an eſtabliſhed Maxim; and if the. | 
Soul be material, it follows alſo, that it is in its | 
Nature mortal and periſhable. | | ( 
That it: depends upen Matter in its original 
Birth and Production, muſt be granted by all 
ſuch as hold it to be ex traduce, which, if I mi- 
ſtake not, is the Opinion which tiow generally 
obtains among the moſt orthodox; and, if ihe 
va | * 
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ſo, it muſt have the ſame Dependance thereqn 
for its Subſiſtance afterward : * its another un- 
conteſted Verity, that every Thing muſt neceſ- 
farily ſubſiſt in, and depend upon, that elemen- 
tary Principle, out of which it is formed, and 
by which it is conſtituted, 5. e. what ever is eſſen- 
tially neceſſary as a Principle to the Produ- 
ction or Generation of a Thing, is eſſenti- 


ally neceſſary to its Conſervation and Suhſiſt- 


ance afterward. If therefore the Soul be the Re- 


ſult of Matter, or e Matter as an eſ- 


ſential Principle in its firſt Formation and Exi- 


ſtence, it muſt neceſſarily depend upon Matter 
afterwards for its Support and Conſervation in 
that Exiſtence: And if it be ex traduce, it muſt 
ſome Way or other acknowledge Matter as a 


Principle; and conſequently if a Subſtance, be 
a material Subſtance ; for an immaterial cannot 
poſſibly reſult from Matter, or acknowledge it 


as a Principle in any Senſe whateyer, 


But ſuppoſe, continue they, the Soul be ex 
infuſione, which will draw a frightful Train of 
Conſequences after it, Experience proves it to de- 
pend upon Matter, as to its Operations, i. e. Acts 
of Reaſon; which we perceive manifeſtly to grow 
and increaſe in Strength, and then again languiſh, 
decay and die with the Body, and ſometimes 
before it, if the Brain happens to be unequally 


injured and affected 


Inſtances of this are daily to be met with: 
How many Perſons have we ſeen of the hrighteſt 
Parts, and ſoundeſt Reaſon, reduced by a Fall, 
a Fright, or a Fit of Sickneſs, to Folly and 1dio- 


cy? Nay, ſometimes to ſo perfect a Stypidity | 


and Diſtraction, as that their reaſoning Faculties 


ſeem totally aboliſhed and ſubverted; and that 


ſometimes, as is ſaid, while the Body remains 
ſound and in Health, as to all its vital Functions? 
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; If then thoſe Faculties, are of the very Eſ- 


"ſence of humane Souls, ſo as that where one is 


not, the other cannot be, (as is moſt certain, if 


the common Notion and Definition of humane 
Soul be right) it will follow, that the Soul depends 


on the Body, i. e. on Matter; not onl 


quoad 


operari, but alſo quoad eſſe, or as to its Exiſtence ; 
- unleſs we ſhall ſuppoſe it to be where no ſigns 
at all of it appear, and think the Faculty to 
continue ſound, after all its Powers of acting are 
loſt, and totally deſtroyed. We may as well 
ſay the Body lives, when incapable of performing 
any one vital Function ; as, that the Soul remains 
entire, after its Capacity of exertin 
Operations are impaired, or entirely aboliſhed. 


. 


Theſe and many other Arguments are . 
to prove this Notion of an independent 


rational 


ub- 


ſtance in Man, called a Soul, to be a meer 
Miſtake, and a vulgar Error; which, if they do 
not amount to a Demonſtration of it, as God 
forbid they ſhould, it will be allowed, I preſume, 
from the Specimen here given of them, not to 
be without the Appearance at leaſt of ſo much 
f F rce of natural Reaſon, as that it will not be in 

the Power of every Degree of the ſame Reaſon 


to refute them. 


| rs by another equally ſhocking, to wit, that 


The third Opinion, I mentioned, was, ofthoſe 
who deny there is any ſuch thing as Virtue or 
Vice in the World; aſſerting, that tho* humane 
Actions, politically conſidered, may be diſtin- 
' guiſhed into good and evil; yet in a moral Senſe 
they are all the ſame, none better nor worſe 
than others, and conſequently no merit in them, 
either of Rewards or Puniſhments. | | 
This monſtrous Doctrine they undertake to 


an is not a free Agent, nor his Actions the 


Effect 
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Effect of Liberty and Choice, but meer Neceſſi - 
ty; which, if true, muſt be allowed to be in- 
conſiſtent with the Notion of any Merit in them, 
or moral Diſtinction between them, that en- 
tirely depending on the ſuppoſed Liberty that at- 
l PRES 
To make out this want of Liberty in humane 
Actions, they argue thus; Man, ſay they, has 9 
no Liberty to act contrary to his apparent God. 
but under a Neceſſity of doing that which ap- 
| pus to him to be moſt conducive thereto : But, 
aving no Liberty in judging and determining 
what is moſt conducive to his good, but under 
an abſolute Neceſſity of judging and eſteeming 
Things as they appear to him, tho? different per- 
| haps from what they really are, he has no Li- 
berty of acting contrary to that Appearance, 
and conſequently cannot be ſaid to be a free 
1 ff g 
1 know not which of theſe Propoſitions can 
be denied, It will, I preſume, be granted by 
every one, that a Man cannot direct his Actions 
to any other end than his own Good, He may, 
and often does, purſue Evil, and bring it upon 
himſelf; but then it is always under the Ap- 
pearance of Good, either poſitively or compara- 
. tively, that is, to avoid a: greater Evil: For fo 
a Thing may be eſteemed a Good, that is in it 
ſelf an Evil. CN of "fe 
It is alſo evident a Man has no Liberty to be 
of what Opinion he pleaſes, as to the Goodneſs 
'of Things, ſo as to make himſelf think that to 
be good for him which appears to him Evil, or 
that Evil which appears Good. He may and 
ought to be careful, circumſpect and conſiderate, 
that he do not miſtake one for t' other; but can't | 
help judging and eſteeming Things to be 8 
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they 2 to him, nor to act otherwiſe than 
the Judgment he makes of them directs. And 
thus again this _ is not without the Colour 
and Shadow of Reaſon. ot 
A fourth Artiele of our common Faith, which 
I mentioned as brought into eee and even 
flatly denied by ſome carnally learned Men, is, 
the Reaſan and Neceſſity of performing any re- 
ligious Worſhip, or what we call Service to God: 
And this, tho? the plain Conſequence of the fore- 
going Doctrine, they yet endeavour to prove by 
other Arguments, ſuch as are taken from Experi- 
ence and Obſervation, of what paſſes in the 
As God, fay they, is incapable of receiving 
any Good or III by our Actions, ſo he neither 
commands nor expects any Services from us; nor 
has any more Regard to our Doings or Suffe- 
rings, than to thoſe of other Animals: .For ha- 
ving planted or imprinted, in the Nature of eve- 
ry Species, ſuch 2 Appetites and Pro- 
penſiens, as are neceſſary to direct them to the 
ſeveral Ends for which they were created, and in 
which their own Happineſs, as much as was in- 
tended them, is effectually ſecured and provided 
for, he has no more to do with them, or for 
them, than to ſupport and continue them in the 
Ways in which they are reſpectively conſtituted. 
This bold Aſſertion they pretend to demon- 
ſtrate, by the apparent Diſregard and Unconcern 
of the Deity at what paſſes in the Courſe of this 
World, with Reſpect to the Doings, Sufferings, 
or Services of Man, 


Ik, fay they, God was pleaſed or diſpleaſed 


. 


4 
. 
25 


+ - with one Action more than another, it is not to 


de ſuppoſed but that he would frequently, in the 


coC⸗ourſe of his Providence, give evident Tokens 


thereof; 
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thereof; by rewarding the Good, andpuniſhing 
_ the Evil-Doer, in ſome uncommon and extraor- 
dinary Manner, fo as that his Diſlike or Appto- 
| bation might vifibly and demonſtrably appear: 
Whereas no ſuch Things, add they, is ever now 
to be ſeep, nor has been ſo. much as pretended; 
| by any Author of Credit, to have been ſeen for 
| at leaſt a Thouſand Years back; and, even for 
a Thouſand Years and more before that, it was, 
as the wiſe King of 1/ael obſerved, as it is at 
this Day, to wit, all Things happen alike to ali. 
Providence makes no outward Diſtuiftion in diſ. 
penſing its Goods and Evils among Mankind; 
nothing befals the Sinner, but what the Saint 
has a Share of in his Turn ; the formet often- 
times ſeeming to be rewarded, while the latter 
Fe co cones He 4 ſys 
The moſt daring Infidel, add they, and Blaſ- 
phemer, who is at open Defiance with God, = | 
vokes not his Vengeance, not moves him to ſh 
bis Reſentment in any remarkable Mannet, dif- 
ferent from what is, and frequently has been; the 
Fate of his, ſuppoſed, beſt Servants, and deareſt 
Children. The ſecret Malefactor often eſcapes | 
undetected, and unpuniſhed ; while the inndeent, 
"tho? tried by God alone, as of old, or by God 
and his Country, as now, is condemned, and falls 
by the miſtaken Hand of Juſtice. In which Caſe, 
if in any, one would think God ſhould ſhew him 
ſelf mighty to ſave, and give the World a de- 
monſtrable Proof that he judgeth in the Earth, 
? and has the Concerns of Man more at heart, than 
theſe of his other Creatures | 


* 
""Þ : 
* 


Again, ſay they, as it is next to certain, from 
what has been obſerved, that God ſhews no Re- 
gard to the Morality or Immorality of our Acti- 
ons; ſo neither is there any Reaſon to think, our 
F Worſhip 
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| Worſhip or Service is more noted by him; or, 
that he requires or expects any at all of us: For, 
If he did, tis not poſſible to imagine, add they, 
but he would make ſome Diſtinction between 
thoſe who worſhip and ſerve him, and thoſe who 
do not; and again, between thoſe who do it in the 
Manner and Method approv'd and appointed by 
him, and thoſe who do it other wiſe, (ſince the ſeve- 
| . . ral Ways of doing ir are almoſt numberleſs) un- 
leſs we fhall ſuppoſe all to be alike acceptable 
to him, and approved by him; which is what 
theſe worldly wiſe Men will not diſpute with 
us, provided we allow none at all to be equal- 


4 


But ſuppoſing, ſay they, one Way of Wor- 
ſhip, or one Kind of Religion, better and more 
agreeable to his Will than another, *cis but rea - 
ſonable to think ſome evident Mark and viſible 
Tokens of his Approbation and Reſpect would 
appear therein; tis not to be conceived but 
the Aſſemblies of ſuch Worſhippers ſhould, as 
of old, have the divine Scechinab in the midſt. 

of them, or be honoured with ſome other ſuch 

peculiar Grace or Glory, -Priviledge or Power, 
that no other religious Community upon Earth 
enjoyed, ſo as to make a ſenſible and infallible 

Difference between them. 

Whereas we find not, ſay they, the leaſt Ap- 

pearance of any ſuch Thing; all ſorts. of Reli- 

ions, and all Sects in the ſame Religion, are, 
for any thing appears outwardly, equally agree- 
able and pleaſing to him. W174 
The Chriſtians who bleſs the Name of Jeſus, 
are viſibly no more reſpected nor favoured by 
Zi God than: the Jets, who once made it a Part of 
1 their publick Worſhip to curſe him, and are 
ſuppoſed to do the ſame ſtill in private; — 
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Jew, 3 Ur 1 to prove his better Ac- 
ceptance with God, than the Mabometan; nor 
the Mabometan, thin the Heathen [dolater, who 
worſhips Stocks and Stones; nor either of them 
more, than the wild Iudian, who worſhips nothing 
at all that we know of. 

The Worſhippers of every Denomination, con- 
tinue they, think themſelves in the night, and 
all others in the wrong; but can prove it by 
no Inſtances of Fact, or any external objective 
Evidence, ſufficient to ſatisfy a reaſonable. Man. 
Their Prayers are all alike efficacious. and ſuc- 
_ ceſsful, being attended with the ſame ſignal Re- 
turns from their reſpective Deities ; which how- 
ever, ſay theſe Men, are never other than imagi- 
nary, and what would have happened if they had 
never prayed at all; being but the unayoidable 
Effects of natural Cauſes, which, in the general 
Courſe of Providence, every. Man meets, with, 
and 1s entitled ro, whether he be a. Worſhipper 
of God or Baal, Mahomet or Sommonokodam: For 
they will not allow Prayer ever to produce any 
real Effects; they agree with our religious 
Neighbours the Dutch in two atheiſtical Proverbs, 
they have among them ſuitable to their Purpoſe, 
co wit, that Cod always fights on the ſtrongeſt Side; 
and that the Skip of a Frog is of more Force _w 
be Prayers of the Saints. 

In ſhort, what they ſay is this, that Experi- 
ence, the ſureſt Knowledge we have, makes it 
evident, even to Demonſtration, that nothing in 
the Power of Man to do or ſuffer in this World, 
no ſort of Sin, no kind of Service or Worſhip, no 
2 ree of Torment, Miſery or Affliction. Wrongs 
| rdhips, ne Prayers, no Tears of any the 
po faithful, and ſuppaſed. deareſt — 1 


fa voured Man, or Community of Men, upon 


Earth, 


* 


f 


Re 4 


þ | 

| l 
4; 
} 
! 
"Ii 
N 
4 
j 
$i 
f 

4 
ts 
4 
13 


W en N 
N Fr. * af; 
"128 ES 1» Ca 
RS 
= * >” = 


y TATE n OR CITI * 5 a 
4 1 1 0 ds os * . 1 Rr S 9 * * ; 
Y 5 NN . * * *% . oy N * Te 33 
. -- * 9 * iP b * 4 4 1 
Gs Py N * as; "> *. 0 : * 7 = 7 2 1 
Y 5 * l 4 27 - ; 8 
4 ws 4 _ l . ; — 
+ 3 ; To 1 5 
ke * : f 
n 3 TW 4 # 5 
3 - 4 4 
* #- 
* 
+ * 4 
0 " 2 7 R | = 
& p * * * . 
+ 1 F 4 N 
. . = 4 0 ( 
4 * 4 8 . A 
* - 


Earth, are able now, or have been able for ma- 
ny hundred Years paſt, ro move the Deity an 
Hair's Breadth out of the common Track ot 
Nature, or beyond the ordinary Courſe of Pro- 
vidence, upon any occaſion whatever ; either for 
the Relief of the Miſerable, the Vindication of 
the Innocent, or Detection of the Guilty, the 
Encouragement of Virtue, Diſcouragement of 
Vice, or Satisfaction of the doubting Soul, who 
would willingly believe his Religion to be true 
if he could ; even tho? it ſeems not only reaſon- 
able, but abſolutely neceſſary, for preſerving his 
own Honour, and reſcuing the World from 
Atheiſm and Infidelity, on which the eternal Hap- 
-pineſs or Miſery 7 his poor Creatures Ac, 
_ af our common Faith be true. 


* 


However, nothing of this, ſay they, is able 
to do it, and that therefore it is certain, God has 
'now no Regard to our Doings, Sufferings or Ser- 
vices, farther than he has taken care for and ſe- 
*cured in our Make and Conſtitution : Which is 
an Argument, add they, he never did ſince the 
Creation regard them more; becauſe, if he had, 
tis not poſſible to conceive why he ſhould have 
neglected them for ſo many Ages paſt, and ap- 
pear ſo unconcerned and regardleſs about them 
now; ſince the Reaſon and Neceſſity of his 
ſhewing ſuch Regard is now, and has all along 
continued, the ſame it ever was. Unleſs, conti- 
-nue they, it can be ſuppoſed infinite Wiſdom, 
Juſtice and Goodneſs, for all are concerned in it, 
[ſhould expect and oblige us to rely wholly for 
this on the Credit of dead Witneſſes, whoſe Ve- 
dee is by Multitudes of Men of great and 

good Characters, and nominal Chriſtians too, as 
well as others, called in queſtion, and even plain- 


1y diſproved ; and whoſe Authority appears £ 
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Chbriſtian Faith aſſerted. 35 
be no better than many other ſuch dead Witneſſes, 
| which thoſe very Perſons who contend for the 
Truth of theſe, and all other People of Senſe | 
| and Reaſon, give up for falſe and corrupted Evi- 
| dence : Nor is it poſſible, add they, we ſhould 
believe any thing, if we never ſo much deſired 

it, upon defective Proof; as that muſt be allow'd 

to be, which ſtands convicted of Errors and Mi 

ſtakes, to ſay no worſe. | | 

| Theſe now are the Reaſonings of natural, 
unenlig htened Minds, which are Strangers to the 
hidden Things of: God, and the Spiritual Kingdom 
of his Son in the Heart of Man; wherein he ma- 
nifeſts his Reign, exemplities his Power, and de- 
monſtrates, by the infallible Teſtimony of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that there is a God who judgeth in 
the Earth, and that loveth Righteouſneſs and hateth 
Iniquity; leaving no room to doubt his Noting 

and Regarding the Doings, Sufferings and Ser- 

vices of his Creatures: Tho? the Eye of Fleſh 
perceives nothing of it, neither can it, as is be- 
fore obſerved; it being only diſcernable by the 
Eye of the Spirit, and not to be made evident by 
the Dealers in natural Science, and vain Philoſo- 
phy, who live by Sight, and - not by Faith. 

The fifth and laſt Poſition I mentioned, as ad- 
vanced by ſome of theſe great Boaſters of natu- 
ral Reaſon, was, that which gives the finiſhing 
Stroke to all the reſt, namely, the flat Denial 

f of the Exiſtence of any God at all; for that is 
plainly the Doctrine of thoſe who make him the =_ 
Anima Mundi, or the Soul of the Univerſe; as 
will plainly appear hereafter. ; 

But, to be a little more particular, this opi- 
nion ſuppoſeth the Univerſe to be but one great 
Aggregate, conſiſting of Soul and Body, ana- 
logous to the * ompoſitum, or Man, 3 
2 nas 
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has been of old called the Microcoſin, or little 
World, as being an exact Model and Epitomy 
of the great one, e 
But, if I take them right, they do not, by Soul, 
here mean an independent, intelligent Subſtance, 
agreeable to our common Notions of Soul (for 
they deny the Exiſtence of any ſuch in Man, as 
before obſerved) but underſtand thereby onl 
ſome kind of Spirit or vital Principle, by whic 
any thing is upheld in being, and preſerved from 
Diſſolution. 5 : 
Now tho? it be contrary to my Purpoſe, to 
prove or diſprove any of the Opinions before 
mentioned, promiſing no more than to give the 
Reader a Sketch of the Reaſonings made uſe of to 
ſupport them, yer I cannot help obſerving here, 
that, if this be all they intend by the Word Soul, it 
is ſo far from being a God, that it is not ſo much 
as a Perſon z but only a meer Quality inherent in 
and dependent on Matter; which, being not at 
all proper to make a God of, we will, in com- 
plailance to ſuch great Maſters of Reaſon, ſup- 
Poſe they mean, by Soul, a Self-exiſtent, rational 
Subſtance, diſtinct from Matter, as the common 
Notion is: And then the Queſtion will be, whe- 
ther, as in Man, it be ex infuſione, or ex traduce ? 
If che former, then he, that infuſed it, muſt and 
ought to be acknowledged as God ; if the latter, 
then it can be no other than the Reſult of Mat- 
ter, and therefore a neceſſary Dependent there- 
on, both quead feri, quoad eſſe & quoad operari, 
i. e. in its firſt Production, Subſiſtence and Ope- 
rations, as is proved before; ſo that it can be 
no independent ſelf-exiſtent Being, conſequently 
no. God in any true and proper Senſe. | 
Nor will it ſalve the Matter, if, by Soul of 
the World, they mean the World or Univerſe it 
ſelf, both Soul and Body, as conſtituting one 
5 Perſon, 


Perſon, endued with Life, Senſe and Reaſon, | 
of whom Man is the true Image or Repreſen- 
tative; for even then their God will not have 
thoſe Perfections neceſſary to compleat the Idea, 
which Reaſon has formed of him in the Minds 
of Men; nor: conſequently be the Object of 

their Worſhip and Adoration: For, to ſay no- 
thing of his Immurabilty, Incorporeity, Unity, and 
the like (which are agreed to be eſſential Proper- 
ties of Deity) he cannot be reſpected as the Creator 
of the World; for he could not create himſelf. 
He muſt never have been created at all, and ſo 
eternal a parte ante, according to Ariſtocle; or, 
if created, have been the Offspring of Chance, 
according to Epicurus: Neither of which Opi- 
nions is eaſy. to conceive. The firſt is abſolutely 
incomprehenſible by us, as having no Idea of a 
Duration without a Beginning; and the other, 
though within the Verge of Poſſibility, (ſince 
*tis poſſible to apprehend, that Homer's Poems 
or Tully's Orations might ariſe from the caſual 
Jumbling of Letters together; and ſo the Uni- 

verſe by the fortuitous Concourſe of Atoms, 
ſuppoſing both in Motion from all Eternity) 
though this, I ſay, may be ſuppoſed within the 
Power of Chance to effect; yet the many plain 
Indications of Deſign, Fore- thought and Wiſ- 


dom, that appear therein, ſeem to forbid ſuch 
an Opinion. ; | | 


» 


However, let the World be made when and 
how it will, as it is certain, it did not make it 
ſelf ; ſo it is as certain, it can have no diſtinct 
Knowledge of its own Structure, nor any Intel- 
ligence of what paſſes within it ſelf; no more 
than its little repreſentative Man, who is intire- 
ly ignorant of what is tranſated among the Par- 
ticles which circulate round his Body, and per- 
fectly unacquainted with the Viſcera and "up 
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that go to its Compoſition, *till they are expoſed 
to his View in dead Subjects; a Priviledge his 


"great Architype never had, nor can have. 


Here then is a God leſs knowing than a Man! 


' *which Imperfection alone, if no other, were ſuf- 
- ficient to prove him to be none, in a proper and 
Juſt Senſe, however excellent and perfect it ma 
be in other reſpects: Neither can it be ſup ſed, 
that thoſe, who make a Deity thereof, Þ 


be- 
lieve it to deſerve that A er truly and 
roperly; and therefore, ſeeing they acknow- 
dge no other, it muſt be allowed, they deny the 
Exiſtence of any God at all. , 
The ſame might farther be made evident, if 
need were, by obſerving, that, as Omniſcience 
cannot be predicated of this God Coſmos ; ſo nei- 
ther can Impaſſbility, another eſſential Property of 
Deity ftrictly taken: That it is not an Attribute 
of the Microco/m woful Experience teſtifieth ; I 1 
myſelf am an unhappy Witneſs of the contrar 
at this preſent time, being in great pain; and, 
if I am a part of the Godhead, (as every Man, 


* and every Animal is, according to them) it 


ſeems to follow, by undeniable Conſequence, 
the Godhead muſt ſuffer Pain too; for it is 
agreed, I think, on all hands, that whatever the 
Parts of a Compoſitum are naturally and neceſſa- 
rily ſubject to, the Whole is naturally and ne- 
ceſſarily ſubject to the ſame ; and, if ſo, I ſee 
net how they can vindicate their God, from 
ſharing in all the Evils and Infirmities, both 
natural and moral, that Man and other parts of 
the Words are liable to. : 

However, to avoid the Neceffity of this Con- 
ſequence, they pretend to ſay, there is no Evil 
at all of either kind in the Univerſe ; aſſerting, 


that Sin and Sickneſs, Poverty and Pain, and 


other 


5 1 *% * > * 
8 d g . 
- We; 
” 3 — 
_ * 
W 4 — > » 
= 2 * 


other Things we call Evils, are not really ſo; 
but Goods, with reſpect to Nature in general, 

or the Univerſe, how different ſoever they may 
appear otherwiſe conſidered, and in a ſeperate 

Diew. elf ht 14 dk ni 
Now, how well this Doctrine will relliſh with, 
and be comprehended by, a Man labouring un- 
der the Racks of the Gout and Stone, the Want 
of Bread, Credit, inward Peace and the like, I 
cannot tell; neither ſhall I ſpend time in En- 
quiring, my Buſineſs properly being, only to 
hint to the Reader ſome of the Arguments, on 
which this dangerous Notion, of there being no 
other God than the Soul of the. World, in the 
Senſe its Advocates mean it, is grounded: And, 
in doing this, I need not be long, ſince all are 
pips 16 5 in one ſingle Propoſition, namely, 
that, though in Nature the Variety of mixt 
Bodies is almoſt infinite, yet, that there neither 
is, nor can be, more than one ſimilar homo- 
gene Subſtance, out which. all are formed; and, 
if ſo, that Subſtance muſt be God, if there be 
any at all. The Inference you'll allow to be 
Juſt, and the Conſequence undeniable, if there 
be in Nature. but one Subſtance : But how that 
is to be proved I cannot apprehend ; ſince tis 
certain, we can have no Sing $96 of Subſtance, 
and therefore cannot, I think, reaſon and ar- 
gue about it with. Certainty and Satisfaction: 
| Wherefore I ſhall trouble myſelf. and Reader 
no farther with it, it being ſufficient for my pur- 
poſe, that it is a Doctrine openly and publickly 

taught, and that it cannot, by the Light of na- 
tural, Reaſoning, be proved abſolutely falſe; 
but, for any thing the Wiſdom of this World 


* 


teacheth, may be true. 


Thus 
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Thos have 1 gone chro- with a ſhort Detail, 
2 promiſed, of theſe dangerous Opinions that 
are rife now in the World; by every one of 
which all the natural Man's hopes in God and 
in Chriſt are levelled with the Ground. Tho! I 
have drawn this black Teoop'rogether, andrang- 
ed them thus under one View; it is not for any 
Pleaſure I take in the Sight of them, God knows; 
but that I might ſhew how unlikel it is, that 
carnal Logic, and vain Philoſophy, t e ſole Pa- 
rent of them, ſhould'be'able' to beget and eſta- 
bliſh'a ſaving Faith, the very Reverſe to them, 
an che Heart of Man: That it is a Tack too 
hard for it, and what tis not naturally poſſible it 
Hhould perform, appears not only from the Af- 
ſiſtance Ro affords ro the oppoſite Side, but alſo 
from expreſs Texts of Scripture ; 116 
ſuch as repreſent the Reset of Man by Jeſus 
Chrift, the Lord of Glory, a Myſtery incompre- 
henſible by Man yi his natural State, and even 
uch as the ver Is were at a loſs about. 
We ſpeak the Wi Mey Gag yy the Apoſtle *, 
in a Myſtery, which to the (that'is, the Phi- 

hers and Men of Science, which Greece 
abounded with) #s Foolifontfs, 450 the Wiſdom of 
God and the Power of God in them that are. ſaved. 
Now if it be a Myftery, and if it appear Fodliſh- 
neſs to the great Maſters of Reaſon, and natural 
ht, how is it poſſible it ſhould be explained 
made credible to ſuch without a ſupernatural | 
Light, which is not attainable by their Arts and 
carnal Acquirements? 

Again, 0 one, ſaith our Lord + can come 7 
me, unleſt: Father draw bim. But how, I pray, 
does God draw a Man? not ſure by the 5 
Words of Man's Wiſdom, Rhetorick, Logick 
an 


1 Cor. ii. 7. » . 44. 
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and Philoſs 7 no, but b the 8 ir and 
Power of . ſupernatural Lvidence * 
which Unbelief, it is ſaid *, would have been no 
Sin, in the time of Chriſt; nor can it, I think, 
be reckoned ſo now. I know the great unen- 
Clerks will allow, that the - Holy 11 — 
rit doth and muſt co-operate with us, in the | 
of natural Reaſon, to make it effectual towards 
begetting a faving Faith in the Heart. But 1 
fay it hath nothing at all to do therein, being 
| 8 ainſt ity 22 happy had it been for 
the C Brin World, if it had. — been applied 
thereto: Neither — I alone in this Opinion, 
of the . e of propagating and eſta- 
bliſning Chrifian Faith, upon the Foot of hu- 
man Reaſon ; *tis the Language of many of the 
natural and nominal Chriſtian b them- 
ſelves: One of them, noted for Depth of natu- - 
ral Knowledge and carnal Wiſdom, has in one 
of his Books theſe remarkable Words; One 
« would think, ſays he, God had no Mind we 
« ſhould know any thing with Certainty z by. 
« his having left ſo many Exceptions in his 
% Word, againſt almoſt.all the common Notions 
% of Reaſon or natural Light Þ 
But, to proceed, the Reader having had a 
flight Specimen or Sample of the Arguments, 
on which thoſe antichriſtian Doctrines are 
grounded, the Queſtion is, whether they ap- 
FE hey to him with the Face of Reaſon or not ? 
do, ascertainly they muſt, if he ſees. 
with — Eyes but what are natural and car- 
nal, he has then Reaſon to doubt the Truth 
of the Chriſtian Faith; and conſequently, that 
Faith cannot be enjoined by a juſt and a good 
os as a necellary Conduive of his Salva- 


| tion, 
2 ſoh. xv. 24 + 1 Baile's Philoſ. Com. 
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' tion, becauſe it is not fully. made known, nor 
. clearly enough revealed to him; for, if it were, 


he could have no reaſon for doubting it. 
© Bur ſuppoſe a Man to know nothing of the 
Arguments, _ which thoſe Opinions are 
ounded, and to have only heard, that ſuch 
Gore are propagated and maintained by Perſons 
of reputed great Learning and Knowledge. If 
he be one who has his Religion at Heart, as eve- 
ry truly wiſe and conſiderate Perſon muſt, it 
will not be poſſible for him, in an unenlightened 


State, to help * es. they may be true, ſince 


they are not ſelf-· evidently falſe ; and conſequent- 
by, that his Religion may be falſe, it being not 
elf-evidently true: And, it being a Matter of ſo 


great Moment to him, it will be as impoſſible 


or him, to fir down ſatisfied under ſuch Doubts 
and Suſpicions; he will naturally and irreſiſta- 
bly be prompted, if he have Leiſure and Abilities 


for it, to examine and ſearch into the Grounds 
and Occaſions of his Uneaſineſs, there being no 


other Way, for him to get rid of it. 


Leet us imagine then, he has done ſo, and that 


moſt carefully and impartially, or rather with no 


| ſmall Prejudice againſt them, and in favour of 


the Faith; and that (after all the moſt diligent 


Attention to, and Conſideration of, the Reaſon- 


ings pro and con, joined with Prayers to God for 
his Bleſſing in the Uſe of theſe ordinary and na- 
tural Means) he cannot diſcover the Falſhood 
of thoſe Opinions, nor the conſequent Truth of 
his Religion. -May he not then hope, and pray, 
and reaſonably expect, God ſhould demonſtrate 
the Truth to him by extraordinary and ſuperna- 
tural Means? ESO 

Or, ſuppoſe this Perſon to be one who has nei- 


0 dence 


ther Time nor Talents, for examining the Evi- 


d 


Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 43 
dence produced in favour of thoſe Infidel No- 

tions, and working out the Truth through the 
Oppoſition of Sciences, falfly fo called: For if it is 
to be done at all that Way, which think not, tis 
certain, it cannot be hoped nor attempted but wit 
the cleareſt Head, the niceſt Judgment, and the 
greateſt Skill in phyſical and enden 
tilties; which not one in a Thouſand nor perhaps 
ten Thouſand is Maſter of. Suppoſe, I fay, this 
Man, who has read or heard of ſuch Opinions in 
general only, and becomes uneaſy, and unſetled 
in his Faith thereupon, be incapable of examining 
them by a tedious Attention to a long Chain of 
Reaſoning, and ſuch natural Means as the Nature 
of them require; tis impoſſible he ſhould ever 
be fatisfied and convinced otherwiſe than by the 
ſupernatural Evidence of*the Spirit, either exter- 
nal or internal; he mult elſe neceſſarily wan- 
der all his Life in the Dark, without any ſettled, 
ſatisfactory or ſaving Faith at all in Cbriſt, or 
be content with an implicit Faith, which is the 
ſame as if he had none. 


But how, ſay you, ſhall he gain and procure 
this ſupernatural Evidence? I anſwer, by only 
going to God for it, by expecting, looking and 
N! for it in and by the Ways he uſed of 
old to beſtow it on thoſe, who were effectually 
called, that is, by a Miracle, either outwardly 


or inwardly wrought: For whoever, ſaith Chriſt, 


cometh unto me, be Hall know of the Doctrine whe» 
ther it be of God or not? | 
Nor indeed can it otherwiſe be ſuppoſed ; for 
as God is a God of Truth, 'a Lover of Truth, 
and his Petitioner a Seeker of nothing but Truth, 
one who deſires to diſcover it, only that he may 
obey it, and not be led away with the Error of 
the Wicked; is = natural and reaſonable 
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to bear conſtantly in Min 
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almoſt at firſt Asking, being always more ready 
to hear, than we to pray, i. e. when we pray for 
the Spirit or ſpiritual Things; which is a neceſ- 
ſary Diſtinction, that all good Chriſtians ought 
| d, as that which will 
ſolve many Doubts, and prevent many hard 
Thoughts he will otherwiſe be apt to harbour ; 
But this by the by. : . 
I look on it then as a thing moſt certain, that 
this Man, who wants and prays to God for the 
Evidence of the Spirit, is gratified and ſupplied 
therewith, and all Clouds of Diſtruſt and Un- 
certainty diſpelled out of his Soul, by ſome ſu- 
— Manifeſtation, external or internal. 
owever, I know the great Doctors in Theolo- 
will not allow this to be certain, nor ſo 
much as probable. What! ſay they, muſt God 
work a Miracle for the Conviction of this Man? 
Yes, fay I, if he deſires and prays to God for 
ſuch Conviction; being not able, with his ut- 
moſt Endeavours, to get it by any other Means, 
Is it a Trouble, think they, to God to work 
a Miracle? or is the Saving a ſingle Soul in 
his eſteem not worth it? Our Lord, I am ſure, 
ſeemed to have different Sentiments of it, when 
he ſpake of the Joy there is in Heaven, upon the 
Repentance of a ſingle Sinner. eee 
Beſides, what did he do and ſuffer, both in the 
leſh and Spirit, to teſtify his Love of Souls! 
That alone is ſufficient, I think, to prove, a ſin- 
gle Soul ef more Value with him, than theſe great 
geribes ſeem willing to admit: And I believe it 
to be ſo great, if I may not fay, I certainly 


know it, that God would not refuſe to exert his 
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for ſaving ſuch a Soul, under the Circu | 
above deſcribed ; and whatever he does aboge 
or beyond the ordinary Courſe of Nature, whe- 
ther external or internal, is a Miracle. 

I conclude it therefore impoſſible, ſuch a Man ; 
ſhould be refuſed or denied what he ſues for at 
the Throne of Grace; becauſe, if he be, he muſk, 

I think, be inevitably loſt: For will he nat 
then have Reaſon to conclude in favour of thoſe 
Opinions, and againſt the Faith? If he heſitated 
before, and were held in a State of Neutralit 
between them, or more e the Side of 
the Latter, would not ſuch a Refuſal, and hi 
fruſtrated Expectations, effectually turn che 
Scale? And. if leaning the other Way before, 
would it be in his. Power to help coming over 
intirely to it, without farther doubt or Scruple? 
"Tis impoſſible, 1 think, it ſhould ; ſince he will 
not be able to ſuggeſt to himſelf any Reaſen, 
why God ſhould not condeſcend to him herein, 
if he ever did to any one; which muſt be/ſup- 
poſed, or our Faith has no Foundation H 
muſt know that if God be what he is believed 
to be, by all who believe any, and what. he , 
muſt neceſſarily be, if he be at all in a true 
Senſe; he muſt know, I fay, that God is not 
ignorant of his Wants and his Wiſhes; that he 
wills and deſires he ſhould keep the Faith and 
obey the Truth, if he has made it neceſſary to 
his Salvation; and that he has Power to 
by r Means, what cannot be obs 
tained by ordinary, 7x. N > ao aa 
3 What then 1s the Reaſon thoſe Means are der hs 
nied him? I do not ſee how he can account t 
himſelf for it, but either by concluding, that the 
common Notions, he and the Chriſtian E . 
frac have eatercained. ef Cog wed 
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"Religion, are falſe, and thoſe others true ; or elſe, 
thar God has not made the Knowledge and Be- 
tef of this Religion neceſſary to Man's Salvati- 
on, but that, if any ſuch Thing as Salvation be, 
i is abſolutely ordained for every Man, with- 
deut Condition, Reſervation or Danger of For- 
feiture, which is not impoſſible te ſuppoſe of 
Goodnefs, Bounty and Benignity that are infinite. 
Bur to think and teach, as ſome of great Names 
zainly do, that God has abſolutely decreed ene 
f of Mankind only to Happineſs, and the other 
to eternal Miſery, without any Regard to their 
reſpective Merits, and even baſdec they are born, 
i directly inconſiſtent with the divine Goodneſs; 
and can be believed or maintained by none but 
the Unenlightened, who judge not according to 
the Spirit, but according to the Letter. 
But, to return to the Cafe in Hand, I can con- 
ceive no other Reaſon this Man can frame to him- 
ſſelf, for God's refuſing him the Means ſo reaſo- 
 maible and neceſſary for the Succour of his Faith, 
aud Salvation of his Soul, but that which is ſup- 
poſed a common Practice with the Deity, to wit, 
the Trying and Proving him: But, not to ſay 
how ill thoſe Terms agree with his Attribute 
of Omniſcience, Proving and Trying, however 
reaſona ble in fome Caſes, is not ſo at all in this. 
To prove or try a Thing conſiſtently with 
Reaſon, or indeed common Senſe, it ought to 
be provided with all Things natural and neceſ- 
for Performing what it is tried for. To try 
whether a Fiſh would ſwim without Water, or a 
Bird fly without Wings, would be no ſmall Ab- 
furdity you'll allow; and it would be no leſs ir- 
rational, to try any Thing beyond its natural Pow- 
ers of Bearing, as a Thread with the Weight of 
a Mill-ſtone, or a Venice-glaſs with an Anvil and 
Hammer. | have 


Chriſtian Faith aſſerted. 47 3 
I have heard of one, who tried whether his © 
Horſe could be brought to live without Meats 
and, the Story ſays, avſoon as he had effected it, 
1 the Horſe unfortunately died. The ſame Fate 
* muſt una voidably attend all Opinions or Matters . 
of Faith that are not, or cannot, be ſupported by 
ood Evidence, either natural or ſupernatural? _ 
or Evidence is as eſſentially neceſſary to che Life 
of Faith, as Food is to that of an Horſe; and, 
to try whether it would or could ſubſiſt without 
it, equally impracticable and ridiculous. For 
the Trial here is not, whether this Man will be- 
lieve what God ſays, or do what God commands 3 
but, whether God has ſaid or commanded this or 
that, which is ſuppoſed to be a diſputed Point, 
he cannot decide — the common and ordinary 
Ways of Reaſon and Argumentation; and there- 
fore begs God, to convince him by ſome extra- 
ordinary way; which, we ſay, is but reaſonable 
to expect God ſhould do, ſince this Man's end- 
leſs Happineſs or Miſery muſt be thought to de- 
pend thereon; and to try him without it, is to 
try him without ſuch Requiſites as are reaſona- 
ble and neceſſary, Ran his Doing what is ex- 
pected from him. 
What would you think of a Monarch, who, 
knowing he was reported to have abdicated the 
Government, and that the Genuineneſs of his 
Laws were doubted and denied, ſhould, to try 
the Loyalty and Affection of his Subjects, hide 
himſelf away, and refuſe to give Audience to 
thoſe who petitioned him for Satisfaction in theſe 
Matters; and then at laſt butcher them, for diſ- 
puting his Acts, and calling the Reality of hi 
Adminiſtration in Queſtion? e 
To try and prove Men in ſuch a Manner 
argues not only Weakneſs, but more a A 
new 
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neſs and inhumane Malice, than is conceiveable 
of any but a Nero, or a — And yet, 
this muſt be ſuppoſed of God, i, to try a Man, 
he deny him the neceſſary Means of a faving 
Faith, and then damn him for not believing. 
However, there are ſome who ſeem to be of 
| _ God may do this, that is, he may deny 
—_— the neceſſary Means of a perfect Faith, 
d certain Knowledge of the Condition of his 
Salvation, and yet expect he ſhould behave and 
act in the ſame manner, as if he knew it never 
N fo fully: Becauſe, ſay they, the leaſt Degree 
| of Probability, or but a bare Poffibility, is ſuf- 
| ficient in common Prudence to oblige him fo 
A to do; and that therefore, he may reaſonably 
; both be tried, whether he will act in that Man- 
ner ot not, and alſo juſtly be puniſhed or re- 
warded, as he acquits himſelf one way or t'other. 
- Run the Riſque, ſays the Divine, of being ſa- 
ved; tis poſſible there may be a God, a Hea- 
ven, and a Hell; if there be, you are ſafe. and 
happy for ever; if not, you can loſe nothing 
& | 455 


This indeed is Reaſoning that cannot be with- 
ſtood, provided it were true, that, if a Man's 
Hopes proved vain, he would loſe nothing by 
it: But that is what cannot be allowed; 185 he 
would loſe his Labour, which, when rightly con- 
fidered, will appear, I doubt, no ſmall Matter. 
F'am fure it is reprefented both in the Scrip- | 
tures, and in Books and Pulpits, by theſe very —_— 
Perſons who here ſeem to make it nothing, ſo 
great as to be above the Power of meer Man 
.. to perform, without a more than ordinary Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, agreeable to the Do- 
ine the truly enlightened, tho“ ſcarce viſible, 
Church of Chriſt teach een. il 
„ | 5 
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The Work of a fincere Chriſtian, neceflary | 
„to his Salvation, which is the labour we peak 
of, is compared to à Race; a Fighting; a Wreſt- 
ling, a Warſare, a ſtrait and trouble dme Road, 
and held out to us under ſuch other Images as 
ſufficiently denote the Troubles and Difficulties 
he muſt encounter, that will compleatthe Work; 
and leſs will not ferve his Turn. To do it by 
halves, and to be almoſt a Chri//5an,” will ſigni- 
fy . * he bad as — I. 7 * 
| at all. 

This Soul-ſfaving Work of a true \Chry zr, 
is nog f eaſy a Matter, if we are taught ri = 
as the World imagines.” It will not be fi 
ent for him to keep clear of heinous Offetices, 
ſcandalous Crimes, and > Enormities. ' He 
muſt not only deny himſelf all Manner of Un- 
godlineſs and ly Luſt, but a thouſand other 
little Liberties and Levities the e of the 
carnat World, tho' reputed 

indulge themſelves i in. Tor 15 will 9 

| account for every idle Expreſſion and Ima — 
tion as well as Action: And tlie criminal Words 
and Actions of others, which he hears or ſers, 
without due Reproof and Correction, will be 
charged upon him as Crimes of his own commit- 
ting, and, without true Repentance, as effectualiy 
% damn him as if they were ſo. © © 

In ſhort, if he will do any Thing to the Pur- 
| poſe; (and if not, he had as good fit ſtill, and do 
nothing at all) he muſt ſtruggle and ſtrĩõve, wre- 
ſſttie and contend, with his natural Affections, to 
beat down the Body, crucify the Fleſh; and 
be mortiſied to the World, and all the Pomps 
and Vanities thereof ; he muſt labour to be as 
perfect as poſſibly he can, as bis Father which 
II in Heaven is * he muſt — daily in 
** H 2 Grace 
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Grace, and improve in Holineſs; for, non progre- 
di, ſay our ſpiritual Paſtors, eſt regredi: He muſt 
therefore examine himſelf as to this Matter daily, 
and not mind earthly Things, more than is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, but have his Converſation in 
Heaven, and be ſo ſpiritualized and transformed, 
in the renewing of his Mind, that he may have a 
true Taſte and Reliſh of thoſe ſpiritual Joys in 
_ which Heaven conſiſts ; otherwiſe it will not be a 
Heaven to him, when he comes into it. 
Now all this muſt be done by him, who would 
do it effectually, and that alſo: to the utmoſt of 
his Power and Capacity, The wilful Neglect or 
Omiſſion of any Part of it, without true Repent- 
ance, will render the reſt all vain and- uſeleſs : 
And, if it be never ſo perfect and compleat, with- 
out a true Faith in Che, according to the Te- 2 
nor of the Goſpel, it will be equally inſignifi- | 
cant and unavailable, hos al: 
However we will ſuppoſe, that thoſe, who think 
Man obliged in common Prudence to act in this 
Caſe at Midnight, as he would at Noon-Day, 
mean only in Matters of Practice, and not in 
Matters of Faith; which, I preſume, they will 
allow not to be in his Power, as has been before 
.- demonſtrated: And, if this be their Meaning, they 
muſt ſuppoſe, a Man may be ſaved without a 
| ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt, or the firm Belief of the 
=: Truth of the Scriptures and other Articles of the 
1 Cbriſtian Diſpenſation; which yet is the only 
| Foundation, on which the Rea ſon of his ſo acting 
3 can be grounded; for therein only are made 
= . known to him the Commands of God, and the 
Promiſes and Threatnings, the Heaven and the 
_ Hell, that are to induce him to obey them: So 
| that, according to this Opinion, God may deny 
Man the neceſſary Means of ſuch Faith or * 
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lief, as is the only Reaſon and Ground he can 
have for his Actions or Practice; and yet expecr 
the ſame Practice and Behaviour from him, aàs if 
he Nad ſupplied him with ſuch Means: But this 
every one muſt know to be inconſiſtent with his 
Attributes of Goodneſs, Juſtice and Equity. 
JI 0 illuſtrate this, by a familiar Inſtance, let 
us ſuppoſe a Servant ſhould break his Reſt, climb 
over a Mountain, and travel a long Journey 
through difficult Roads in bad Weather, in hopes 
of being rewarded by his Maſter for it, without 
knowing whether he expected it, or would be 
leaſed with it, and without imagining his Ma- 
r could be any way benefitted thereby: As ſuch 
a Practice muſt be allowed very ridiculous in the 
Servant, ſo muſt the expecting it from him, and 
trying him therein, be in the Maſter; and all Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, annexed to ſuch Kind of 
uncertain Services, equally irrational and unju- 
ſtifiable; for, if he was rewarded, it could 
be for nothing but playing the Fool ; common 
Senſe might have told him, if his Maſter had 
deſigned him ſuch' a Service, he would plainly 
have ſignified his Pleaſure to him ; and'his not 
doing ſo, was ſufficient to convince him, he ex- 
pected no ſuch Thing from him. 907, 
But, inſtead of a Servant, let us now ſuppoſe 
him a Son, and the Maſter a very wiſe Man, as 
well as a moſt kind and indulgent Father, care- 
ful, ſtudious and tender of his Son's Safety and 
Welfare, beyond what is common: Alfo, that 
the Son, inſtead of voluntarily undertaking this 
Taſk, is adviſed by another to do it; aſſuring 
him his Father expects it from him, and will re- 
ward him for it. Let us then ſuppoſe he is told 
by another, he does * 138 nor require = of 
an * 5 . im; 
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ire into the Characters —_ Credir of thoſe di 
Authors ar Monitors, and the Grounds 
pretend ca have for what they reſpectively 
alert: Accordingly, he demands of oc 7 
Proofs + and the 550 ſays, he has Letters under 
His Father's Hand for it; which the Son being 
well acquainted with, deſires nothing more for 
tis Satisfaction. But the other, inſtead of pro- 
ducing them, ſhews him only ſame old Affidavits 
_ of Perſons, he never knew, the Import of which 
ia, that they once ſaw. ſuch Letters of his Fa - 
chers. Now, if the Want of ſeeing the Ori „ 
nals be Reaſon ſufficient for him to reject or fat, 
ect che Evidence of ſuch Affidayits, as I believe 
will be granted, what Reg ard will he . 
if chey contain Things, — he bimiel knows 
or thinks to be demonſtrably falſe and errone- 
ous ;; as he muſt, if he can ſee into them no deeper | 
than the Letter, nor have any Light to guide 
him, but hat is natural? 
The next Queſtion then will be, how the other 
[eo his Father to be dead? or, if alive, that 
does not expect this Service from him? 
Which (tho* the Want of good Proof and clear 
Evidence that he doth is, conſidering the Fa- 
ther a great and good Qualities, next to a De- 
monſtration he does not) * he pretends to 
| prove 
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prove it man) gther Ways 3 but by one more par- 
ticularly, which ſeems to carry great Force, 
with, i it, in that it is founded on Experience col 
wit, chat he does nagt appear e nor meddle, 
at all, chat any one knows, in the Ma ae, 
of his proper Affairs. 

This you will grant muſt —— put che 
Son 3 * to ſpeak with his Father, and 


A l ows he muſt. be, if he be at 
mp on. 


him, and acquaiats him with 
his Bulincſs ;- — him, in the moſt paſ- 


ſionate and importunate Manner, to ſatisfy him, b 
whether he hears, him or not; (as ke-muſt,. 
alive). and, if 1e has chat he will ſignify his Will 
and Pleaſure , to being ready; and willing 
to Execute it to the e of his Fewer. 
e now a conſiderable time paſs aways 
ER the Doors being opened, or. any notice 
at all taken of him or his 88 tho all. this 
while he la bours under great Anxiety, Trouble 
and Uneaſineſs of Mind on the Occaſion, which 
che Fathet knows, it in being; and alſo, that his 
Son is at the ſame time powerfully ſollicited with 
Offers of many great Advantages, which how- 
ever are deſigned for his Ruin, to deſiſt from 
his Suit, and have no farther Regard to one, 
who, if he be alive, ſeems as if he were dead; at 
leaſt does not act as if he were his Friend, me 
| leſs his Father. For if he were, tis not poſſible, 
fay the Tempters, he ſhould deny you ſo reaſon- 
able a . and ſuffer you to lay under ſo 
much e and Diſquiet of Mind, when he 
might relieve you with but a Word fpeaking. 
ow this being plainly the Inference, w ich 
follows the Circumſtances of this Fact, what 
could induce the Son to undertake, the Work 


| NOTES TEN the firſt, "68 reli we Oh 


* "Tv * * 


rel 
. 
1 
3 
1 
af 
FH 
w * 


: 
"4 
. 
bt 
= 


it a Man cannot ſatisfy 


Pa DO Gp ꝶœÆ w-, T 320 Wr. 
Pts” * 


C 
j 
4 — 
1 . 
- \ . 1 
| $1) 
x 
3 
p * 


» 2 : % 
4 bs 
} > 
. 
(3 


= _ N CTY N * — 
F ; hs r * * Cates a Hes ea $2 
r * < N 2 *. . 
4 +50 ? 


* - 
1 


fers or disbelie ve the Reports, made him by the 
fatter of his Directors? would he not have Rea- 
lon to think his Father dead? or, if he knew or 


thought him to be alive, could he think he ex- 


pected him to perform this Service? or, if he did, 
that he deſerved the Name of a Father, at 
leaſt, ſuch an one as his general Character re- 
preſented him, to wit, one who made Reaſon, 
and natural Affection the Rule of his Conduct 


and Behaviour towards his Son; eſpecially, if he 


ſecretly determined not only to diſinherit him, 
but alſo to have him hanged if he failed of per- 
forming the Service, or deſiſted from attending 
at his Door, in compliance with thoſe who per- 
ſuaded him ſo to do? Can it be imagined that 
any one, worthy the Name of a Man, could act 


with ſo little Concern and Regard for another's 


Safety, that he had the leaſt love for, and did 


not wiſh and intend his Ruin; much leſs, that 


a Parent ſhould expoſe a Child in ſuch a Man- 
ner, and deal ſo hardly with him by way of 
Trial and Experiment, and that too when he 
could need no Information in the Caſe? In 
ſhort, tis contradictory to common Senſe, and 
inconſiſtent with common Goodneſs and Huma- 
aryTo imagine oo hp 
a 1 therefore boldly 4 and affirm, that 
isfy himſelf of the Falſity of 
the mentioned Opinions, and the conſequent 
Truth of our holy Religion, by the ordinary and 
common Means of natural Reaſon; and God 


Vit fit to deny him ſuch as are extraordinary, 


which I believe is never the Caſe; yet it is not, 


or cannot be on, account of his trying him, in 


the Manner by ſome imagined ; it being perfect- 
ty mcompatible both with his moral and phyſical 
erfections. For to try whether a Man will 


live 
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live the Life of a Chriſtian, without the Faik 
of a Chriſtian, and to e 2 and require him ſo 


impracticable than making Brick without Straw 


require what is more 


and as inconſiſtent and unreaſonable, as to expect 


and require him to walk and work in the Dark, 
as regularly and exactly as in the cleareſt Light. 
Upon the Whole then, the Matter is come to 
this; either a Man may, by the ordinary Ways 
of Reaſoning, demonſtrate the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Faith, which I think not poſſible, 
for the Reaſons before given; or, that ſuch Faith 
is not neceſſary to Salvation, or that, if it be, it 
is proved, and muſt be proved, to him by Ways | 
» ſupernatural and extraordinary. 
Now there are but two ſuch Ways, that God 
has ever uſed for that Purpoſe, to wit, ſenſible 
Miracles, by which God ſpeaks outwardly to a 
Man's Eyes, Ears, Fc. and the Operations of 
the Spirit, as much miraculous as the other, by 
| which he ſpeaks inwardly to the Mind and Heart: 
But it is agreed on all Hands, ſenſible Miracles 
are and have ceaſed above theſe thouſand Years. 
What remains then, but either that Chriſtianit 
is, and has been, all this while eta 
in the World; or, that the Holy Spirit is that 
Witneſs, ſubſiſting and abiding in the Hearts of 
the ſanctified and illuminated Few, that have 
been, and ſhall be, ſaved?̃ 
* what now is this, but the Dodrine of that 
deſpiſed, r, obſcure Sect of Chriſtians, 
T AY ed abe! which however is the only true 
Doctrine, and they the only Sect who teach 
and hold the Truth as it is in Feſus; havi 
chat Unction from the Holy Onex, which teachet 
15 them all Things pertaining to Life and God- 
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John x 27. 
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by 28 FRY So. char Ho have” — to — 5 
i bh Fog weak. and beggerly Elements of vain 
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and human Wiſdom: If they had, 
d be impoſſible for them to ſiſh ic out 


; 8.5 1 2 or any other Way, but that juſt men- 
dioned, 4phicb is the Way, the Truth, and the Life u. 


K is. Life, becauſe it leadeth unto Life 3 and 
Truth, becauſe it is no Lye, And — who 


have received this Unction of the Father, and 


-Kknow all Things, know that it is Truth and no 
Dye, becauſe he abidetb in tbem; and hereby 


they know that he abideth in them , even by 
* e Spirit he hath given them. 0-5 


Where: now is the wiſe Man? ate ts the- 
Ribe ? where is the Diſputer of ibis World? —— 
' Hath not God choſen the weak Things of this World, 
* 1 ibe Things that are Migbiy? And 

that are of no Eſteem, and that are 
450%. bath God choſen, and Things which are 
, — ſeen, 10 bring io nought Things that are: That 


: mo Heſb might glory in his Sight; but, as it is 


written, He that glorieth, les bins gory in the 


Tord ux. 


And a l 


20 Syllogiſm, the Lawn and Scarlet, fay to this ! 
Will they, with the united Force of their whole 


black Army, tho' kept in conſtant Pay for the 


Purpoſe, pres able to ſtand the Shock of the 


black Troop of Opinions and Cavils before 
mentioned; which human Wiſdom, and carnal 
Reaſon, whom they think ſo much in their In- 
- ret has — up againſt them, and _ 
leads them on to ſtorm Heaven, and 


Abriſtian Faith out of the World? Will they 
"i © ho able, by: the-fame natural Force of Reaſon, to 


-[demianſtratei them all falſe, and our holy Reli- 


8 "1340 gion 


® Joh. xiv. 6. * 1 Cox, i. 20, 27, Ge. 


1 7 trüe? Will they be je ai ly df a” 
to vindicare the tures in the mentioned 
aſtances, by Dint +4 Argument and fair Red. 
"Holbg, © without Shifrs and Sabterfuges, arbitta- 
b Conſtructions, and groundleſs Suppoſitidng, 
which there &. not the leaſt Shadow or Co. 
lour, cither in Reaſon or Seripture, that the 
natural Eye can diſcover? Do they think they 
are capable by natural Means, and with nv nere 
than the ordinary Bleſſing of God on their En © 
. deavours, to 1 Faith among Hes. 
them and Mabometans, or convince a ſingle con- 
_ Hiderate Indian, who may not be thought fo 
much prepoſfeſſed in favour of another Reli-. 
| jon, of the Truth of Cri n If boy do, 
would do well to give us a 42 
Method they would take, and the 7 | 
they would infiſt on; the World would be i in- 
_ finitely obliged to them for i it, as Bw, as bet· 
tered by it. 5 
But if they find themſelves 4 provided with 
natural Means for this Work, let them acknow- 
ledge the Truth to be in and with the P 
before ſpoken of; who, tho? but 2 fmall Flock; 
are the £5 Sheep- Fold, who hear and know. 
the Voice of the true Shepherd and Biſhop of 
Souls: Souls, I fay, the only Province on Earth, 
in which and over "Ahich he exerciſes his — A 
pal or Prieſtly Office; the only Kingdom, on 
this Side Heaven, wherein he exerciſes his king- 
y Power, evidently and undoubtedly, tho? ſpiri- | 
tually and inviſibly. Great Churches and gilded 
Palaces know no more of him than his Name, 
he having no more to do in them, or with them, 
than other Houſes ; all Churches and all Kin 
doms, but thoſe of Souls, are Mage to . 
true and * 6 
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or chere none.” * 
ascher to make __ GL 
out and Wn if EY what has been fan 
the World cart be fo: blind as not to ite it, which. 
'bes ſince Light may ſhine in Darkne ; 
| bg the . end Ls note. 2 | 
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